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The Town Meeting was opened at 7:14 by Moderator Head.

Rev. Susan Clinkenbeard made the blessing. A special blessing was made for Edwin
Mattson and William Prigge who we lost in 2025/2026.

Moderator Head reviewed rules of the meeting.

Article 10

Article 11

To hear and act upon the reports of Agents,
Committees

To hear and act upon the reports of Agents, Committees
and Officers, heretofore chosen.

Selectman Carney made a motion to approve the Article
as written. A. Wood 2",

Motion PASSED in affirmative.

Acquire Fitzwilliam Village Water District

To see if the Town will vote to:

1) authorize the Select Board to acquire the water
system and the real and personal property of the
Fitzwilliam Village Water District (“Water System”);

2) establish and operate the Water System as a Town
water precinct as provided by RSA 38;

3) authorize the Town to assume the District’s bonds and
notes with the State of New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services Drinking Water and
Groundwater Trust (“DES’) for the acquisition and
construction of improvements to the Water System;

4) raise and appropriate the total sum of $1,721,000
(gross budget) by the issuance of not more than
$1,301,000 in bonds or notes in accordance with the
provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) for
these purposes; with a sum of $420,000 to be provided
from grants the DES Drinking Water & Groundwater
Trust Fund; and

5) authorize the Select Board to accept and expend
additional grant funding and unanticipated revenues; and
6) take such other actions as reasonably necessary for
the above purposes.

This article shall be subject to and contingent and
effective upon the completion of both the following
conditions:

1. Adoption of one or more Warrant Articles by the



Fitzwilliam Village Water District to dissolve and to
authorize its District Commissioners to convey its real
and personal property to the Town; and

2. The execution and delivery of an agreement upon
terms acceptable to the Select Board and the Fitzwilliam
Village Water District Commissioners, to transfer of the
District’s operations and real and personal property to
the Town, or, to otherwise dispose of the same.”

A 2/3 majority vote is required per RSA 38:4.

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen, not
recommended by the Budget Committee)

Motion made to approve the Article as written; Motion
2nd,

C. Chaisson (Marcou) spoke on the Article and gave an
overview of the District.
G. Heald questioned who would be responsible for
$1.3M Bond -- townspeople or those in District? B.
Thomas said the people within the District would be
responsible.
Town Counsel (recognized and 2" spoke on District and
debt.
L. LeBlanc spoke on the Water District and stated that
having two people within the 99 households participate
seems problematic. D. LeBlanc gave her time to Lloyd.
S. Gray stated she can see both sides of the situation.
Her concern is what is the plan going forward.
Motion made to recognize those officials for DES. R.
Head from DES spoke to meeting.
B. Young spoke on the District. Wondered why the
Budget Committee did not recommend funding.
Many residents asked questions/discussion.
3 things need to happen:

1) District needs to place this in warrant.

2) Town Meeting needs to vote on.

3) District commissioners and Selectman need to

make a plan.

G. Heald spoke and reminded meeting that these wells
have an easement. No guarantee.
C. Chaisson stated that it is the District/end users who
would be responsibility.
R. Young stated that he hopes the Selectmen would
make a positive decision and help the users. Basic
Human Decency.
R. Goettle spoke. Water System is extremely fragile.
Would like the engineer to explain what they have in
mind.
Engineer spoke on what the plan looks like going
forward.
J. Cesatis made comment on the Article.



Article 32

Article 33

Article 31

T. Brown said he doesn'’t like assessing something
before we know what’s what.

R. Young said in summary he understands the risk to the
tax payers outside the District is much less if we vote to
approve.

D. Pinney commented on his concerns. Stated he
believes to vote No is the best answer.

Motion was made to cut off discussion. Hand count was
54-51 to go to vote. Ballot vote to be open for 1 hour.
Voting began at 9:02.

149 total votes
Yes: 77 No: 52

Motion FAILED

By petition - Moved forward.

D. Passion moved to accept the Article as written; motion
2nd,

D. Passion, VP of FHS, spoke on the Article.

W. Davis spoke on behalf of approving the Article; spoke
on what’s housed in the Blake house.

Motion was made to hold a secret ballot vote. Voting by

ballot was made.

Voting began at 7:43.

Ballots were cast; voting ended at 7:52 with all
participants voting.

Yes: 106 No: 18
Article PASSED in the affirmative.

By petition — Moved forward.

N. Carney made a motion to approve the Article as
written. T. Rothermel 2",

Voice vote.

Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Conflict of Interest — Moved forward.

T. Rothermel moved to table the Article. N. Carney 2™,

Motion PASSED in the affirmative.



Article 12

Article 13

Operating Budget

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
Budget Committee recommended sum of $3,030,749 for
general municipal operations or take any action thereon.
The Selectmen recommend $3,023,322. (Majority vote
required)

This article does not include appropriations voted in any
other warrant articles.

Motion made to accept the Article as written; A. Wood
2nd,

B. Thomas asked what the difference is. C. Hagstrom
explained it was the Cemetery Budget.

L. Leblanc wanted to know what the Budget consists of.
J. Cestatis answered.

A. Wood asked that the Police Chief, Fire Chief, and
Road Agent speak. Moderator denied.

It was asked what would happen if we voted this down.
It would mean all services would be defunded.

B. Young asked that we all consider the Budget
Committee works hard to come up with this
recommendation. M Nolan said the Budget is high but
the Budget Committee did a fantastic job.

K. Craig asked what happens to amend. Wants clarity
about this.

K. Stark said she spent 5 years on the Budget
Committee and has complete faith in the Committee.

Question called.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.
Reassessment Capital Reserve Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $20,000 to be added to the Reassessment
Capital Reserve Trust Fund created by Article #17 of the
1995 Town Meeting or take any action thereon. Majority
vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee,
recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by
CIP)

T. Rothermel made a motion to approve the Article as
written. Motion 2.

T. Rothermel stated this is to offset the Reassessment
which is to be 2027.

Motion PASSED in the affirmative.



Article 14

Article 15

Legal Defense Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $80,000 to be added to the Legal Defense
Expendable Trust Fund created by Article 12 of the 2024
Annual Town Meeting for the purpose of legal
representation and consulting or take any action thereon.
Majority vote required (Recommended by the Budget
Committee, recommended by the Board of Selectmen,
recommended by CIP)

M. Nolan made a motion to approve the Article as
written; motion 2.

M. Nolan stated that this is for an Expendable Trust
Fund, which allows funds to stay there even if we don’t
spend it all.

No further discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.
Community Center Expendable Trust

To see if the town will vote to rise and appropriate the
sum of $25,000 to be added to the Community Center
Expendable Trust Fund created by Article 15 of the 2025
Annual Town Meeting for the purpose of developing
plans, construction, equipping and maintaining the
establishment of a community center or take any action
thereon. Majority vote required (Recommend by the
Budget Committee, recommended by the Board of
Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

T. Rothermel made a motion to approve the Article as
written. Motion 2.

T. Rothermel spoke briefly on the Article.
K. Stark asked about Recreation Committee. This is not
the Recreation Committee.

Hand count need.
Yes: 59 No: 19

Motion PASSED in the affirmative.



Article 16

Article 17

Article 18

Information Technology Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $10,000 to be added to the Information
Technology Expendable Trust Fund for the IT needs of
town departments to include hardware, software,
software supports and computer technician fees as
created by Article 14 of the 2025 Annual town Meeting or
take any action thereon. Majority vote required.

(Recommended by the Budget Committee,
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen,
Recommended by CIP)

N. Carney made a motion to approve the Article as
written; motion 2.

N. Carney explained the Article.

No further discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

General Government Building Expendable Trust
Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $75,000 to the General Government Buildings
Maintenance and Repair Expendable Trust Fund created
by Article #24 of the 2005 Annual Meeting for the
purpose of maintenance and repair to town buildings or
take any action thereon. Majority vote required
(Recommended by Budget Committee, recommended by
Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP).

M. Nolan made a motion to approve the Article as
written. A. Wood 2.

M. Nolan explained the Article.
No further discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Roads Repair and Maintenance Expendable Trust
Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $330,000 to be added to the Roads Repair and
Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund created by Article
#8 of the 2011 Town Meeting, or take any action thereon.
Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget
Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen,
recommended by CIP)



Article 19

Article 20

M. Nolan made a motion to pass the Article as written.
N. Carney 2™,

M. Nolan made a motion to allow the Police Chief, Fire
Chief and Road Agent speak on next few Articles. A.
Wood 2.

M. Nolan explained Atrticle.
Discussion on paving Jaffrey Road came forward.
Moderator stated that we need to focus on the Article.

Motion was made to call question. Motion was called.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Highway Department Vehicle and Equipment Repairs
Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $15,000 to be added to the Highway Department
Vehicle and Equipment Repair Expendable Trust Fund
created by Article #25 of the 2012 Annual Town Meeting
for the purposes of repairing highway department
vehicles and equipment, or take any action thereon.
Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget
Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen,
recommended by CIP).

M. Nolan made a motion to approve the Article as
written; motion 2",

M. Nolan explained the Article.

No further discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Culvert & Bridge Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $150,000 to be added to the Culvert & Bridge
Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #14 of the
2016 Annual town Meeting for the purpose of culvert &
bridge replacement and repairs $100,000 appropriated
from unassigned fund balance or take any action
thereon. Majority vote required. (Recommended by
Budget Committee, recommended by Board of
Selectmen, recommend by CIP).

M. Nolan made a motion to approve the Article as
written; A. Wood 2.

No discussion.

Motion PASSED in the affirmative.



Article 21

Article 22

Article 23

Police Vehicle and Equipment Expendable Trust
Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $35,000 to be added to the Police Vehicle and
Equipment Expendable Trust Fund created by Article
#17 of the 2018 Annual town meeting for the purposes of
purchasing and equipping a police cruiser for the use of
the Police Department or take any action thereon.
Majority vote required. (Recommended by Budget
Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen,
recommended by CIP).

B. Mitchell made a motion to approve the article as
written; motion 2.

No discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Police Department Personal Equip Purchase
Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $10,000 to be added to the Police Department
Personal Equipment Purchase Expendable Trust Fund
created by Article #14 of the 2022 Annual Town Meeting
for the purpose of purchasing and repairing personal
equipment for police related duties or take any action
thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by
Budget Committee, recommended by Board of
Selectmen, recommended by CIP).

B. Mitchell made a motion to approve the Article as
written. Motion 2",

No discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Library Building Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $26,000 to the Library Building Maintenance and
Repair Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #12 of
the 2019 Annual Town Meeting for the purpose of repairs
and maintenance to the Library Building or take any
action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by
Budget Committee, recommended by Board of
Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

Motion made to approve the Article as written and 2.



Article 24

Article 25

No discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Fire Department Vehicle Equipment Purchase
Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $457,106 for the purchase of a fire department
pumper with chassis and body, 80% reimbursed by the
Granite State Clean Fleets Program in the amount of
$365,685, 20% to be funded by the Fire Department
vehicle Equipment Purchase Expendable Trust in the
amount of $91,421 or take any action thereon. This
special warrant article will be a non-lapsing appropriation
per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse until the fire truck
purchase is completed or by December 31, 2031
whichever is sooner. (Majority vote required). Majority
vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee,
recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by
CIP)

B. Mitchell made a motion to pass the Article as written.
A. Wood 2™,

A. Wood asked that the Fire Chief be allowed to speak at
the meeting. Fire Chief explained the Article.

T. Rothermel discussed what the Selectmen did for a
Letter of Intent (keep 2025 price without going up).

J. Daigle asked what the funds were and who pays
what’s not reimbursed. T. Rothermel explained the
Grant will pay the rest. T. Rothermel stated its basically
an 80/20 Grant.

No further discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Fire Department Protective Clothing & Radios

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $17,500 to be added to the Fire Department
Protective Clothing & Radio Expendable Trust fund
created by Article #20 of the 2004 Annual Meeting for the
purpose of the purchase of protective clothing (bunker
gear) and pagers/radios for the fire department or take
any action thereon. Majority vote required.
(Recommended by Budget Committee, recommended by
Board of Selectmen. recommend by CIP).

B. Mitchell made a motion to approve Article as written;
motion 2.



Article 26

Article 27

Article 28

A. Wood asked the Fire Chief to explain what this is for.
Fire Chief explained what would be funded through this
Article.

No further discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Fire Department Vehicle and Equipment Purchase
Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $10,000 to be added to the Fire Department
Vehicle and Equipment Purchase Expendable Trust
Fund created by Article #11 of the 2016 Annual Town
Meeting for the purchase of fire department vehicles and
equipment or take any action thereon. Majority vote
required (Recommended by the Budget Committee,
recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by
the CIP Committee).

B. Mitchell made the motion to approve Article as written;
motion 2"

No discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Ambulance Purchase Capital Reserve

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $25,000 to be added to the Ambulance Capital
Reserve Fund created by Article #21 of the 1998 Annual
Town Meeting for the purpose of the purchase of an
ambulance or take any action thereon. Majority vote
required (Recommended by Budget Committee,
recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by
CIP)

B. Mitchell made a motion to approve the Article as
written; motion 2.

No discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Conservation Land Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $5,000 to be added to the Conservation Land
Expendable Trust fund created by Article #19 of the 2005
Annual Town Meeting or take any action thereon.



Article 11

Article 29

Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget
Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen,
recommended by CIP).

P. Kotila made a motion to approve the Article as written;
motion 2"

No discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Written motion was made to reconsider Article 11
(Water District). I/t was made clear that if this motion
passes it will require a Special Meeting 7 days from now.

M. Wheeler discussed the Article reconsider.

It was brought forth that the reconsideration be at least 7
days from today; could be later.

D. Pinney stated the RSA.

S. Gray asked if it stays as NO, it cannot be brought
forward at Town Meeting for 2 years.

Moderator read the RSA and agrees that 2 years will
need to go by before we can reconsider.

S. Short asked that people educate themselves before
we vote on this issue again.

A lot of positive comments made to approve Article.
Counsel stated that there is no RSA stating a date last
when this vote takes place BUT it does hold up the
operating budget.

Motion to call question made; motion 2™,
Motion passes.

Motion to reconsider made; motion 2"
Hand count taken.

Yes: 52 No: 18

Motion PASSED in the affirmative.

Date for vote on Article 11 to be determined.
Economic Sign Expendable Trust

To see if the town will vote to discontinue the Economic
Sign Expendable Trust created in 2023 for the purpose
of purchasing and installing a sign for advertisement of
community events. Said funds, with accumulated interest
to date of withdrawal, are to be transferred to the
municipality's general fund. (Majority vote required)

Newcomb made a motion to accept the Article as written;
A. Wood 2™,



Article 30

Article 31

Article 32

B. Lorenz discussed the Article.

T. Rothermel explained amount of Expendable Trust and
the lack of funding in it to purchase the sign.

D. Passion spoke on the Article.

R. Young spoke on the Article.

Call the vote. Motion 2™,
Motion to call the question PASSED in the affirmative.

Motion to dissolve the expendable trust FAILED.
Modify Service-Connected Disabled Tax Credit

To see if the Town will vote to modify the provisions of
RSA 72:35, Optional Tax Credit for Service-Connected
Total Disability, by increasing the amount of the credit
from $2,000 to $2,750 to take effect for the 2026 property
tax year. (Majority vote required)

N. Carney made a motion to approve the Article as
written; motion 2.

No discussion.
Motion PASSED in the affirmative.
Conflict of Interest

To see if the town will vote to adopt the following conflict
of interest Ordinance in accordance with RSA 31:39-a: It
shall be considered a conflict of interest for a person who
is currently a party to a lawsuit against the Town of
Fitzwilliam, its officers, boards, committees, or
commissions to hold a position on any Town board,
committee or commission. accordingly, no person who is
currently a party to a lawsuit against the Town of
Fitzwilliam, its officers, or its boards, committees, or
commissions shall be eligible to hold a position on any
town board, committee, or commission until such lawsuit
is fully resolved. This provision is intended to prevent
conflicts of interest and ensure the integrity and
impartiality of Town governance. An exemption applies 1
year from the date of adoption for anyone currently in a
position. Majority vote required.

Voted on previously.

Petition

(By Petition) Shall the Town vote to (1) accept the title to
the Amos J. Blake House Fitzwilliam Museum
(hereinafter 'the Fitzwilliam Museum’) by deed from the
Fitzwilliam Historical Society (hereafter FHS) and (2) to
accept the transfer of $20,000 from the treasury of the
FHS to be placed in a town administered Trust Fund



Article 33

Heidi L. Wood

which shall be used for the purpose of maintaining,
improving, and expanding public access to the
Fitzwilliam Museum and (3) to accept the sum of $1 per
year to occupy the Fitzwilliam Museum (4) to allow FHS
to continue to serve the Town of Fitzwilliam by owning
and curating the collection of artifacts that currently
occupy the Fitzwilliam Museum and encourage others to
join and to fulfill the mission of 'bringing together those
people interested in history and, especially, the history of
Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire. The Society's main function
is to discover, collect and display any material which may
help to establish or illustrate the history of Fitzwilliam. *
(Majority vote required)

Voted on previously
Fitzwilliam Museum Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to establish a Fitzwilliam
Museum Expendable Trust Fund per RSA 31:19-a, for
the purpose of maintaining, improving, and expanding
public access to the Fitzwilliam Museum and to raise and
appropriate $20,000 to put in the fund, with this amount
to come from a donation from the Fitzwilliam Museum
further to name the Board of Selectmen as agents to
expend from said fund. (Majority vote required)
recommended by the Board of Selectmen,
Recommended by the Budget Committee, recommended
by the CIP

Voted on previously

Meeting adjourned at 11:02pm

Respectfully submitted



