Tuesday, March 11, 2025
Fitzwilliam Town Hall

Ballot Voting - 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m
Town Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Town of Fitzwilliam Voter’s Guide



BOARD OF SELECTMEN
P.O. BOX 725
FITZWILLIAM, NH 03447
(603) 585-7723 Fax: (603) 585-7744
email: fitzwilliamnh@fitzwilliam-nh.gov

Dear Fitzwilliam Residents,

This year's Town Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at 7:00 pm at the Fitzwilliam
Town hall, 13 Templeton Turnpike, Fitzwilliam, NH. You may cast your ballot votes on this day from
11:00 am to 7:00 pm. All registered voters are eligible to participate in the process. A picture ID is

required to vote. Unregistered voters may register at the polls with proof of residency and a picture
ID.

We realize that sometimes lengthy legal language required by law to write various warrant articles
can be confusing to voters who have not been actively involved in the debate that created the article.
To help voters, we have prepared the ensuing Voter's Guide for your use. This guide will be available
at Town Hall and online via the Town's website (www fitzwilliam-nh.gov). Should you have any
questions, regarding the information contained in the guide, please do not hesitate to contact the
Town Administrator Debbie Favreau at 603-585-7723.

Tax impact information listed in the guide will not be listed on the ballot. We have provided this
information here to give voters an idea of what the individual items are estimated to cost if voters
approve the item. The tax impact information listed in the voter's guide is simply an estimate based
on a current snapshot in time using information and revenue projects that are available today. The
actual tax rate will be set by the NH Department of Revenue Administration (NHDRA) in
November/December 2025, using actual information that is available including any new value
attributed to new construction.

In closing, we would like to Thank you for the opportunity to represent you, and we appreciate your
consideration as we work together to maintain Fitzwilliam as a great community in which to live.

Sincerely,

Martin Nolan
Nancy Camey
Thomas Rothermel

Fitzwilliam Board of Selecmen



BOARD OF SELECTMEN
P.O. BOX 725
FITZWILLIAM, NH 03447
(603) 585-7723 Fax: (603) 585-7744
ematl: fitzwilliamnh@/fitzwilliam-nh.gov

A Citizen’s Guide to understanding Terms
Appropriations: A sum of money or total assets devoted to a specific purpose.
Article: Individual numbered items within the warrant.
Map/Lot: This designates the exact location of a parcel of land on the Town tax map.

RSA: Refers to a state law — Revised Statutes Annotated. These laws can be found on the State of
NH website under “laws and Rules”.

Special Warrant Article: As provided in State law, this designation identifics any appropriation in the
article as non-lapsing (no expiration date) and non-transferable (not to be used for anything other
than the specific expressed purpose).

Warrant: The official legal name for the group of articles presented to the voters

Unassigned Fund Balance: The accumulation of revenues over expenditures, accrued over the
years. The Unassigned Fund Balance consists of excess funding that comes from either more
revenues than expected (Example: the Rooms and Meals Tax distribution from the State; or higher
than anticipated revenues OR from lower than anticipated costs (example an expense approved by
the taxpayers that ends up not costing as much as expected, or the project is not pursued. This can
be used to offset tax increases as well as to offset the cost of projects and purchases.

Capital Reserve Fund: Essentially a “savings account” created by action of a town meeting vote into
which, funds are placed for a designated purpose, but limited to capital expenditures — such as a
piece of major equipment, building, etc.

Recommend by the Board of Selectmen, Budget Committee and CIP: The vote by which an
article was approved by the Selectmen, Budget Committee and CIP This was done in an attempt to
help further educate citizens as to which issues do not have the full support of the Board and may
require some extra attention on the part of every voter.

The vote is indicated at the end of each warrant
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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
TOWN WARRANT 2025

To the inhabitants of the Town of Fitzwilliam, in the County of Cheshire, in said State of New
Hampshire, qualified to vote in town affairs, you are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
Fitzwilliam on Tuesday, the 11" of March next between eleven (11:00) o'clock in the forenoon and
seven (7:00) o'clock in the afternoon to act on issues required to be voted on by ballot (Articles 1
through ) and to meet at seven (7:00) in the afternocon at Fitzwilliam Town Hall to act on the business
matters of the Town (Articles through ). The polls will be open on ballot issues not later than 11:00
a.m. and close not earlier than 7:00 p.m., or such later time as shall be authorized by a vote of the
Town.

ARTICLE 1. To bring in your votes for the election of one Selectman for three years; one Moderator
for two years; two Budget Committee Members for three years, One Trustee of the Trust Funds for
three years; One Trustee of the Library for three years; one Cemetery Trustee for three years; two
Planning Board Members for three years; two Planning Board Members for two years; one
Commissioner of Plante Memorial Park for three years.

ARTICLE 2.

Delete the definition of “Family” in § 127-3 Definitions in this section.

Purpose: This definition is not used in the zoning ordinance and therefore is not needed.
Planning Board Recommendation

Yes: 6| No: 0

ARTICLE 3.

Clarify the statement in § 127-9.C Two-Family (duplex) dwellings as follows:

C. Two-family (duplex) dwellings: A building or structure containing two (2) principal dwelling units, as
defined by the chapter.

Purpose: This is to eliminate any confusion between duplexes and single-family homes with an ADU.
Planning Board Recommendation

Yes: 6 {No: 0

ARTICLE 4.

Amend § 127-9. D by (1) eliminating the requirement for one unit to be owner-occupied; and (2) the
per unit square foolage requirement.

0. Dwelling conversions: Any principal dwelling that has been altered to be used for not more than
four (4} dwelling units.

Purpose: Owner occupancy of a multi-family unnecessarily complicates the creation and ownership
of such a building. Requiring 40,000 square feet for the conversion into a four unit building means
that many existing buildings on existing lots may not be converted.

Planning Board Recommendation

Yes: 6| No: O



ARTICLE 5
Delete and replace § 127-9 F. Temporary Dwellings.

F. Temporary Dwellings:

Vehicles designed for travel, recreation, and vacation uses, such as. molor home or van (a
portable, temporary dwelling constructed as an integral part of a self-propeiled vehicle): pickup
camper (a structure designed to be mounted on a truck chassis); recreational trailer (a portable
structure built on a single chassis, 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest exterior
horizontal projections); or tent trailer (a canvas or synthetic fiber folding structure mounted on

wheels).
1. Recreational vehicles may not be inhabited on a temporary basis, unless it is:
a. Located in a campground or recreational vehicle camping park, pursuant RSA 218-1;

p. Used during construction or rehabilitation of any permanent structure, which has a
valid unexpired construction permit issued by the Board of Selectmen for a period of

one year;
¢. Used during camping season on private lots between May 1 and October 30; or
d. Used outside of camping season for a total of 21 days.

2. Each temporary dwelling and/or lot shall:
a. Have adequate provision for water and septic;
b. Meet all applicable sethack requirements for the district;
¢. Have sufficient off-street parking for vehicles used by the occupants and any visitors; and
d. Not create a nuisance to surrounding property owners.

3. Manufactured homes not on permanent foundations are allowed while a permanent dwelling is
being constructed on the properly and has a valid unexpired construction permit issued by

the Board of Selectmen for a period of one year.
Purpose: to make clearer and more concise.
Planning Board Recommendation
Yes: 5| No: 0

ARTICLE 6
Delete and replace § 127-16 Cluster Development Overlay District.

See attached
Purpose: Encourage the preservation of common land for conservation and other uses and to
promote greater flexibility in the siting of buildings in harmony with the natural features of the site.
Planning Board Recommendation
Yes: 5| No: 0

ARTICLE 07
Add language to 127-19 Appendix A in regards to setbacks on private road.
4. The minimum Front, Side & Rear Yard number indicates the setback from a public or private
street and/or property lines,
Purpose: to provide clarity for setbacks on private roads.
Planning Board Recommendation
Yes: 6| No: 0



ARTICLE 08
Amend § 127-9:B.1 by removing the words "or modify" to read:
1. Purpose and Authority.

This section is adopted in accordance with RSA 674:21, Innovative Land Use Controls
and RSA 675:1, Il. Pursuant to RSA 674:21, |l the Planning Board is hereby authorized to
grant Conditional Use Permits for applications for Accessory Dwelling Units, as provided
in this section. [n the granting of any such Permit, the Planning Board may attach
reasonable conditions, or waive or—modify any of the requirements of this section if
specific circumstances relative to the proposal indicate that the waiver will properly carry
out the spirit and intent of this ordinance.

Purpose: Amend § 127-9:B.1 by removing the words "or modify" in order to clarify that no
requirements can be created by any board which are stricter than our Zoning Ordinance
currently states. The remaining words "or waive" still gives the Planning Board the freedom to
relax the requirements where it makes sense and this will not impact their ability to attach
reasonable conditions to any ADU Conditional Use Permits.

Planning Board Recommendation

Yes: 2 | No: 4

ARTICLE 09
Section § 127-11:D "Restaurant” should be amended by adding the underlined italic text shown
below:
D. Restaurant:
An establishment where food and beverages are sold within a building to customers for
consumption at a table or counter, on a patio closed on all sides with entrance to {he patio
normally available only from the building, off the premises as carry-out orders, except that
where drive-up service shall not be allowed, or any combination of the above. In the VCB
District, such uses shall have a maximum gross floor area of five thousand (5,000) square
feet. Notwithstanding the foregoing, any Restaurant having sixty-five percent (65%)} or
greater of ifs gross sales revenue derived from beverages and not food shall be permitted
fo have a drive up window and drive up service if such Restaurant can demonstrate by
the professional opinion of a traffic engineer that such drive up service will not cause any
undue negative traffic impact.
Purpose: Section 127-11 of the Town of Fitzwilliam Zoning Ordinance allows for restaurants in
the General Business District of the Town of Fitzwilliam, specifically at the intersection of
Routes 12 and 119. However, that provision of the Ordinances defines restaurants as places
that do not have drive up windows or drive through services. The current zoning ordinance
would not allow for businesses like Dunkin, Starbucks, or coffee shops to have drive-up
windows. The proposed amendment will change that to allow drive up windows at coffee shops,
but will not allow for fast food restaurants. This amendment will lead to a brand new Dunkin
coffee shop at the vacant property across from the current Mr. Mike's location.
Planning Board Recommendation
Yes: 0| No: 7




ARTICLE 10. To hear and act upon the reports of Agents, Committees and Officers, heretofore
chosen.

ARTICLE 11. Operating Budget

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the Budget Committee recommended sum of
$2,893,436 for general municipal operations or take any action thereon. The Selectmen recommend
$2,893,436 (Majority vote required). NOTE: This warrant article (operating budget) does not include
appropriations voted in any other warrant articles. Estimated Revenues in the amount of $1,346,953
will be used to offset this appropriation

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $3.08

Explanation: The Board is very mindful of the cost impacts to taxpayers and thanks the Town
Department Heads and Budget Committee for their diligent work in making the necessary
adjustments to present to the town a budget that addresses the needs of the town in this challenging
time. As such, the Board of Selectmen feels that this is a responsible budget that will provide the
needed services at a reasonable cost to our taxpayers.

ARTICLE 12. Reassessment Capital Reserve Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 to be added to the
Reassessment Capital Reserve Trust Fund created by Article #17 of the 1995 Annual Town Meeting
or take any action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee,
Recommended by Board of Selectmen, Recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.04

Explanation: Every NH town is required by the State of NH to conduct a sales valuation update
every five years. Our next update is slated for 2027. Money from this fund will be withdrawn to cover
the cost of this contract. The current balance in this account is $33,255

ARTICLE 13. Legal Defense Expendable Trust Fund

To vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $60,000 to be added to the Legal Defense Expendable
Trust Fund created by Article #12 of the 2024 Annual Town Meeting or take any action thereon.
Majority vote required {(Recommended by the Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of
Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.12

Explanation: In 2024 this Expendable Trust Fund was created. Each year in the town budget, money
for legal defense is budgeted. If this money is not all expended in the given year the money lapses
into the general fund. In 2024 we created this Expendable Trust Fund to allow any unexpended funds
to carry forward, thus reducing the amount that will need to be raised by taxation in the budget line
item. The current balance in this account is $40,000

ARTICLE 14. Information Technology Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to establish an Information Technology Expendable Trust Fund for the
purpose of IT needs for town departments to include hardware, software, software support and
computer technician fees and to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be put into said fund.
Further io name the Board of Selectman as agents to expend from said fund, or take any action
thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by the Budget Committee, Recommended by Board
of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)



2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.02

Explanation: This is an Expendable Trust for the savings toward the purchase of new computer
equipment, software and it support for department needs. We feel that this will give the town a more
comprehensive picture of the technology needs of all departments in town. The current balance in this
account is $0

ARTICLE 15. Community Center Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to establish a Community Center Expendable Trust Fund for the purpose
developing plans, construction, equipping and maintaining the establishment of a community centers
and to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 to be put into said fund. Further to name the Board
of Selectman as agents to expend from said fund, or take any action thereon. Majority vote required
(Recommended by the Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of Selectmen, $10,000
recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.03

Explanation: This is an Expendable Trust for the development of a community center. This money
will be used for the preliminary study of this project. As part of the most recent Master Plan update, a
community center was a high priority. We feel a building for this use will serve the needs of many
departments and organizations in town. The current balance in this account is $0

ARTICLE 16. Road Repairs and Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $190,000 to be added to the Roads
Repair and Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #8 of the 2011 Town Meeting or
take any action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee,
Recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.38

Explanation: Each year we work on road resurfacing and maintenance of designated roads. in 2025
the Road Agent is proposing work on Jaffrey Road. This is a major project. The current balance in
this account is $176,507

ARTICLE 17. Highway Vehicle and Equipment Purchase Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $80,000 to be added to the Highway
Department Vehicle and Equipment Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #22 of the 2017
Annual Town Meeting for the purposes of purchasing of highway department vehicles or take any
action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee, recommended by
Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.16

Explanation: This is an expendable Trust Fund for the purchase of vehicles for use by the Highway
Department. We have an aging fleet of vehicles that we will eventually have to replace. The
philosophy of the new Road Agent is to replace these large purchases with new to us used vehicles.
In order to allow the purchase, we need to have a savings account for these expenditures should the
need arise. The current balance in this account is $168,721

ARTICLE 18. Highway Department Vehicle and Equipment Repairs Expendable Trust Fund
To see if the fown will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 to be added tc the Highway
Department Vehicle and Equipment Repair Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #25 of the 2012



Annual Town Meeting for the purposes of repairing of highway department vehicles and equipment or
take any action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee, recommended
by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.04

Explanation: The town fleet of highway vehicles are aging. Due to the age of many of the vehicles
repairs are necessary. We have a great highway crew that are able to do a lot of the repairs in

house. The current balance in this account is $30,229

ARTICLE 19. Culvert & Bridge Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be added to the Culvert &
Bridge Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #14 of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting for the
purposes of repairing of Culvert and Bridges or take any action thereon. Majority vote required
(Recommended by Budget Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)
2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.02

Explanation: This fund is used for the repair/replacement of repairs/replacement of major culverts in
town. The current balance in this account is $55,3223

ARTICLE 20. Transfer Station Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $30,000 to be added to the Transfer
Station Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #25 of the 2023 Annual Town Meeting for the
purposes of purchasing and repairs of Transfer Station equipment and to further name the Board of
Selectmen as agent to expend from said fund or take any action thereon. Majority vote required
(Recommend by Budget Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen, $20,000 recommended
by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.06

Explanation: The current fork lift at the Transfer Station is getting old and will need to be replaced
with another piece of equipment. We also have storage containers that need to be replaced. It has
not been determined if these will be replaced with new containers or a building. The current balance
in this account is $23,546

ARTICLE 21. Polce Department Personal Equipment Purchase Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to the Police Department

Personal Equipment Purchase Fund created by Article #14 of the 2022 Annual Town Meeting for the

purpose of purchasing and repairing personal equipment for police related duties or take any action

thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by the Budget Committee; recommended by Board of

Selectmen, recommended by CIP) '
2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.02

Explanation: We will need to replace the departments tazers. The current balance in this account is

$5,310

ARTICLE 22. Library Building Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,500 to the Library Building
Maintenance and Repair Expendable Trust Fund created by Aricle #12 of the 2019 Annual Town
Meeting for the purpose of repairs and maintenance to the Library Building or take any action



thereon. (Recommended by Budget Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen, $0
recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.01

Explanation: This fund is used for maintenance and repairs to the Library Building. In 2025 the
Trustees would like to renovate the bathrooms, making them more handicap accessible. The current
balance in this account is $3,940

ARTICLE 23. Fire Department Vehicle and Equipment Purchase Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 to be added to the Fire
Department Vehicle & Equipment Purchase Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #11 of the
2016 Annual Meeting for the purchase of a fire department vehicles & equipment or take any action
thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of
Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.04

Explanation: This is an expendable Trust Fund for the purchase of vehicles for use by the Fire
Department. We have an aging fleet of vehicles that we will eventually have to replace. The current
balance in this account is $138,809

ARTICLE 24. Fire Department Vehicle and Equipment Repairs Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to be added to the Fire
Department Vehicle & Equipment Purchase Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #20 of the
2015 Annual Meeting for the repairs of a fire department vehicles & equipment or take any action
thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee, Recommended by Board of
Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.01

Explanation: This is an expendable Trust Fund for the repairs of vehicles and equipment for use by
the Fire Department. The current balance in this account is $19,603

ARTICLE 25. Fire Department Protective Clothing & Radios Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to be added to the Fire
Department Protective Clothing & Radios Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #20 of the 2015
Annual Meeting for the purchase of a protective clothing {(bunker Gear) and pagers/radios for the fire
department or take any action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee,
Recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.05

Explanation: This is an expendable Trust Fund for the purchase of gear and radios for use by the
Fire Department. The current balance in this account is $21,344

ARTICLE 26. Ambulance Purchase Capital Reserve

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 to be added io the
Ambulance Capital Reserve Fund created by Article #21 of the 1998 Annual Town Meeting for the
purpose of purchase an ambulance or take any action thereon. Majority vote required
(Recommended by Budget Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)
2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.05



Explanation: Our current ambulance is a 2013 Ford E450 Ambulance. With the increased usage
with the institution of per diem ambulance coverage, we will need to purchase a new ambulance in
the coming years. While the purchase will be funded in a large part from the Ambulance Revolving
Fund which generates revenue from calls, we will need to raise money to supplement this purchase.
The current balance in this account is $26,244

ARTICLE 27. Conservation Land Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be added to the
Conservation Land Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #19 of the 2005 Annual Town Meeting
or take any action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by Budget Committee,
recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.02

Explanation: The Conservation Commission purchases land for conservation preservation. The
current balance in this account is $6,656

ARTICLE 28. Cemetery Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to be added to the Cemetery
Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #18 of the 2016 Annual Town Meeting for the purpose of
construction and reconstruction including equipment purchase and repairs to the cemetery facilities or
take any action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by the Budget Committee,
recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.01

Explanation: The Cemetery Trustees would like to seal coat the road in the Village Cemetery. The
current balance in this account is $8,002

ARTICLE 29. Recreational facilities Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to be added to the
Recreational Facilities Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #24 of the 2023 Annual Town
Meeting for the purpose of maintaining recreational facilities and to further name the Board of
Selectmen as agents to expend or take any action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by
the Budget Committee, recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.02

Explanation: The recreation commission would like to do some maintenance work at the pole barn.
This includes replacing a barn door with an overhead door, resurfacing the basketball court and
investigating installing a handicap accessible bathroom. The current balance in this account is
$7,571

ARTICLE 30. Economic Sign Expendable Trust Fund

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to be added to the
Recreational Facilities Expendable Trust Fund created by Article #20 of the 2023 Annual Town
Meeting for the purpose of purchasing and installing a sign for the advertisement of community
events or take any action thereon. Majority vote required (Recommended by the Budget Committee,
recommended by Board of Selectmen, recommended by CIP)

2025 estimated tax impact per thousand $.01



Explanation: The Economic Committee would like to purchase a sign for the posting of town events.
The current balance in this account is $6,500

ARTICLE 31. To see if the town will vote to accept the donation of a 20’ x 12’ wood gazebo donated
by Sam Norway of Tri-State Restoration. This is to be placed on the Town Common. Majority vote
required.

Explanation: We were approached by a town resident offering to donate a gazebo to be placed on
the town common. The Board felt that we wanted to get a vote of the town residents fo see if they
wished to accept this donation.

ARTICLE 32. (By Petition) Shall the Town vote to ( 1) accept the title to the Amon J. Blake House
Fitzwilliam Museum by deed from the Fitzwilliam Historical Society and ( 2 ) accept the transfer of a
percentage of assets of the Fitzwilliam Historical Society to be placed in a town administered Trust-
Fund which shall be used for the purpose of maintaining, improving, and expanding public access to
the Amos J. Blake house Fitzwilliam Museum (Majority vote required)



