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Town of Fitzwilliam 

Planning Board Minutes 

January 7, 2020 

Members Present:  Chairman Suzanne Gray; Robin Peard-Blais, Secretary; Paul Haynes; Karen 
Craig; Barbara Young; and Charlie Kenison, Selectman’s rep. 

Others Present: Ryan Kottke, Robyn Bates, Dan Baker, Paul Kotila, Kevin Woolley, and Walter 
Blais.  

Gray called the public hearing to order 7:00 PM.  

I. Preliminary Consultation - 7:00 PM. Ryan Kottke, KG Performance, 
Preliminary Consultation for Application for a Site Plan Review to conduct an 
automotive repair and specialty coating business at 497 NH Route 12 N, Map 41, Lot 
12-01.  

Haynes recused himself. 

Gray invited Ryan Kottke to the table to present his case.  Mr. Kottke stated he has had an auto 
shop in Swanzey for 7 years and a second location in Troy. Space is becoming tight and he believes 
Fitzwilliam has adequate space in the old Tommila Brothers building to accommodate his 
business. One side of his business is general automotive repair and state inspections with the other 
side being powder and ceramic coating. He holds a federal firearms license and has some thoughts 
on incorporating firearm coating & manufacturing sometime in the future. His clientele is varied 
with some local needing automotive repair and his out of town customers would be larger industrial 
businesses needing powder coating. He indicated that the building needs a lot of work and it is 
without a septic and well, but his goal is to fix it up, keeping the look appealing. He has space for 
inside parking and plenty of land if expansion becomes necessary. He provided board members 
with photos, floor plans, and MSDS sheets on filtration.  

When Haynes asked why not a site plan review now, Gray responded that the abutters have not 
yet been notified.  She explained to Mr. Kottke that the abutter notices will go out and he should 
return on Jan 21, 2020 to continue the hearing. He should be prepared to discuss any abutter 
concerns, his hours of operation, lighting, fencing, etc. and also provide a location for the well and 
septic.        

II. Public hearing on Zoning Ordinance Revisions: Wetland Protection Overlay 
District 

The public hearing continued with Gray inviting Conservation Paul Kotila and Kevin Woolley 
to the table. Gray stated some changes were made to the revision and the 25’ buffer still needs 
discussion.  

Craig added that still needed is a definition of what will be allowed in the buffer. Blais stated 
no building or driveways will be allowed in the buffer.  

With Mr. Kotila’s direction, members went through the ordinance line by line changing and/or 
omitting the wording for clarification and consistency and changing the numbering sequence 
to align with the original ordinance. Once complete, Gray asked if the WPOD was substantial 
enough for the next public hearing and all members agreed that it was.   
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III. Review Zoning Ordinances- Sign Ordinance  

Gray asked the selectman if they had any questions before starting the discussion.  Ms. Bates 
indicated some items weren’t clear and Mr. Baker said he had enforcement issues. 

Gray gave some background on where Christine Fillmore, land use attorney, stated that a town 
cannot dictate how a sign reads or what it is used for.   

Young commented that she would like to spend some time on what was deleted, but Gray 
disagreed saying the attorney spent a lot of time on this ordinance and there was no need to 
unless the board agreed.    

Gray continued with discussion on the changes made by attorney Fillmore. Again some 
changes were just in the wording and the numbering. There was much concern on #4 under D. 
General Requirements. All voted in favor, with Young abstaining, of removing this part which 
reads no sign shall be illuminated more than thirty (30) minutes after closing of any store or 
business.   

After a lengthy discussion regarding Temporary signs and their size, number allowed, and 
duration of posting, Blais made a motion with a second by Craig, to remove temporary signs 
from the ordinance.   

IV. Minutes 

The minutes of December 17, 2019   were reviewed.  Line #23 was corrected and all voted in      
favor. 

Prior to adjourning, Blais asked Mr. Baker for an update on the L-Chip grant for the steeple 
project. Mr. Baker stated that since the grant was for restoration and restoration was not what 
was in Fitzwilliam’s plan, the grant was denied. The steeple had major damage and replacement 
was the best economic solution.  

Gray shared that they have two very strong candidates for the land use position. She also 
informed the group that on January 15, 2020, there will be an information session on the 
Chinook solar project. 

V. Adjournment 

     Meeting adjourned   at 9:25 pm. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Marion Wheeler                                             


