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Town of Fitzwilliam 

Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes 

September 4, 2018 
 

 

Member’s Present: Suzanne Gray, Chairman; Ross Tourigny; Terry Silverman; Robin Peard Blais, 

Secretary; Matt Buonomano; Charlie Kenison, Selectman’s Rep.  

 

Members Absent:  Paul Haynes, Vice Chair; Robert Young, Alternate; Carlotta Pini, Alternate 

 

Others Present:  Laurie Hayward, Land Use Administrative Assistant (LUA). 

 

 

Call to Order: 7:00 

 

Minutes: Meeting of August 21, 2018    Corrections were discussed and it was agreed that Line 39 be 

changed from Bob to Darnel; Line 147 that “immediately” be changed to “this weekend”; and on Line 87  

“t” should be corrected to “to”.   Blais moved; Silverman seconded and the minutes were approved as 

amended. 

 

New Business:  There was a brief discussion regarding a request received by the Land Use 

Administrative Assistant that an appointment be set up for a representative of Chinook Solar.  Silverman 

indicated his concern and argued that no one should meet with any entity and that only the Board could 

do that.   The LUA pointed out that her job was to meet with anyone who came to the Land Use Office 

looking for Ordinances or Regulations, Applications, and/or seeking to make an appointment with one of 

the Boards.    The LUA pointed out that she does not, in her capacity, discuss anything about how boards 

would handle any issue and in this case would only take any paperwork offered and discuss the 

requirement for a Preliminary Consultation with the entire Board.   It was agreed that the LUA and no 

other member of the Planning Board meet with the representative and that Town Administrator, Debbie 

Favreau could also attend as was requested by the Chinook representative. 

 

Work Session:  

There was a discussion about revising the Rules of Procedure.   It was noted that state statutes 

have changed since the last revision and some of the references to statute numbers are no 

longer correct.   Chair asked LUA to write up revised Rules based on procedure.    In connection 

to the Rules of Procedure, the LUA asked that the Board consider using state statute language 

regarding notices and abutters lists.    There ensued a discussion about the Planning Board 

requirement that the abutters list be determined by whether a property is within 200 feet from 



Minutes Approved as Amended 10/02/2018 

 

PB Minutes 090418  2 of 3 

the property in question.   The LUA stated that she considered this language problematic and 

not consistent with state statute, especially the state’s definition of an “abutter”.    The LUA 

pointed out that she does not consider herself capable of determining what property is within 

200 feet with any accuracy.   A board member told the LUA that she should not have to worry 

as the responsibility falls on the applicant not on the town and she should not be involved with 

the abutters list.   The LUA was told not to add anything additional to the discussion and she did 

not. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Regarding the Xtreme Auto site issues, the Chair explained that she checked the history and did 

find that the company did not do what they told the board they would.    The Chair asked 

whether the Board wishes to bring the principles back in and point out the problems.    For 

example there are screening/landscaping issues.   There is a fence issue as well.    Buonomano 

asked whether there are state statutes that apply.  The LUA said that there are state statutes 

that apply and she would be glad to research them.    Buonomano expressed concern regarding 

the proximity to wetlands and he thinks there is/are setback issue(s).   Buonomano pointed out 

that it would be to their benefit to fix improve the property.    There was discussion about how 

to proceed.   Buonomano asked regarding enforcement.   There was a concern that the 

principles were not up front with the Board on what their plans were.    Silverman spoke about 

the need to identify and provide specifics on what Xtreme Auto has done and what the Board 

expects.    The Chair confirmed that the action item is to write a letter and get the principles 

back in to discuss drainage, excavations, fencing, possible safety issues, parking lot too close to 

the road.     Kenison said that he would like to know what the junkyard rules are and perhaps 

use those to bring them in. 

 

Regarding the residency question, the Chair noted that on August 13, 2018, there was a 

Portsmouth issue regarding Planning Board residency that made the newspapers.   Robin says 

she is living in Fitzwilliam now, so it doesn’t pertain. 

 

At the previous meeting, the LUC offered to check regarding whether Planning Board votes needed to 

name names in the minutes or decisions and it is not necessary.   It might be useful, in order to have 

some consistency to spell out how the Board wants votes handled – to attach names to votes or only 

indicate the number and types of votes, for example 4 approve, 1 abstain, and 2 disapprove.  There 

was a discussion about the pros and cons of naming the votes.    It was decided that they would not do 

Roll Call votes unless a member requested and others OK or an individual specified vote be recorded. 
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There was discussion about projects from Master Plan to revision of ordinances need to be 

worked on also the Shoreland protection wording which was worked on by Danica with Carol 

Ogilvie.   There was also a discussion about what a wetland is and what a shoreland is. 

 

There was a short discuss about Prime Wetlands and the status.   Blais explained that they are 

working on adding additional wetlands that were not part of the original application but really 

should have been.   There was a reinterpretation of the state regulations.   There is a hope that 

the subcommittee will get back on this and move it forward. 

 

There being no additional business to conduct, Buonomano moved; Blais seconded and it was 

unanimously voted to adjourn at 8:40 PM.   The next meeting is scheduled for September 18, 

2018 and will include a Public Hearing for Robin Crowe’s Site Plan Review application. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Laurie Hayward 

Land Use Administrative Assistant 

 


