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Town of Fitzwilliam
Planning Board
Tuesday, March 20, 2018
Meeting Minutes

Member’s Present: Suzanne Gray, Vice Chair; Robin Peard Blais, Secretary; Paul Haynes; Matt Buonomano; Charles Kenison, Selectman’s Rep; Ross Tourigny; Terry Silverman, Chairman

Member’s Absent: Carlotta Pini, Alternate; Robert Young, Alternate

Other’s Present: Mark Trumbauer, Isabel Johnson, and Richard Jordan, representatives from NextEra for proposed Chinook Solar project; Dan Baker and Nancy Carney from the Board of Selectmen; Jeanne Sable, Kevin Wooley, and Barbara Green from the Fitzwilliam Conservation Commission 

CTO: 7:02 pm. 

Minutes from March 6, 2018. 7:02 pm. 
Matt Buonomano moved to accept the minutes as written, Blais seconded, Gray asked if there was any further discussion and there was none, the Board agreed unanimously to accept the minutes of March 6, 2018 as written. 

Preliminary Discussion with Chinook Solar. 7:16 pm. 
Silverman opened the preliminary discussion and read the description aloud. Trumbauer introduced himself as the project lead; followed by Jordan who is an environmental and wetland scientist; and Isabel who is a biologist and environmental services project manager. Trumbauer explained their company is based out of Juno, Florida and explained how they acquired the project and that their goal today is to introduce the team and begin a dialogue between the Town and the project representatives. 

Trumbauer explained that they expect the proposed solar array to be finalized in 2020. Jordan then presented 1 of 2 large-scale aerial maps in reference to the proposed project. Jordan identified the proposed location on the map and its proximity to the powerlines. Jordan added that the total property for the proposed solar array is about 520 acres. Trumbauer explained that the proposed solar array would produce 30 megawatts of power. Jordan discussed that the team will be conducting further research into wetlands and vernal pools; a soil survey; a fly over to identify contours; and a boundary line survey to identify abutting parcels. 

Jordan then showed the Board the second of the 2 large-scale aerial maps. The second map delineated wetland areas in proximity to the proposed solar array and proposed substation. Jordan noted that the array would be about 190 acres due to the amount of wetlands, steep slopes, and stream buffers, in order to ensure the current proposal would avoid these features. Jordan then discussed that their team has begun dialogue with state entities, explaining that they have begun their review process with the Site Evaluation Committee (SEC) about three months ago; have met with NH Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) several times; and are in the process of reaching out to work with NH Fish & Game and the NH Division of Historical Resources (NH DHR). 

Johnson explained that their goal for mapping out wetlands in proximity to the proposed project is in order to ensure that they are avoiding these wetland areas in their design proposal. Johnson then added that they are looking for feedback from state officials who may request conditions such as higher setbacks or other changes to the proposal in order to ensure the protection of key natural resources. 

Jordan discussed that the proposed areas for the solar array appears scattered on their map, but this is due to their effort to avoid these wetland areas. Jordan added that the team has been working on a viewshed analysis and has also begun dialogue with the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests. Trumbauer explained the viewshed analysis to the Board, discussing that it was conducted through an intercept survey where they surveyed hikers on Mount Monadnock. Jordan noted that the feedback from the survey was positive.

Trumbauer then pointed to a third, large-scale image which showed an image of a ground-mounted solar array with scattered vegetated groundcover. Silverman asked about the variety of vegetation used and Jordan responded that it is a “conservation mix” that he will seek to be pre-approved by NH DES in order to ensure there would be no invasive species planted at the proposed site. Blais asked if there would be herbicides used and Jordan responded that they do not use chemicals to remove or control any vegetation, and that there would be no chemicals used to clean the solar panels. Silverman asked about the vegetation in the picture, which appeared scattered with dirt showing through, and if that was a typical result of vegetated groundcover post-development. Trumbauer responded that it was typical for sites and that he could provide many more images for examples. Gray asked about cleaning products for solar panels and Johnson responded that they rely on rain water for cleaning. Trumbauer added that the panels are self-cleaning and that if they were to need to clean them, they would inform the Board and would ensure it be a bio-friendly solvent. 

Trumbauer then discussed that their company is very proud of their ethics for environmental sustainability and habitat and wildlife protection; adding their sister company is Florida Power and Light. Sable asked how they would deal with snow on and around the solar array. Trumbauer explained that as soon as the sun shines on the panels, even if covered in snow, the snow will slide off the panels. Sable asked about the angle of the panels and Jordan and Trumbauer responded they believe the pitch is about 35 degrees. Jordan added that the solar panels in the proposed solar array would be about 4 feet off the ground. 

Blais asked about how they look at topography in an area like this and how much excavation would be necessary. Jordan responded that they would likely be removing some large boulders and a few outcropping, but estimated it wouldn’t be much more than that. Haynes asked if the main excavations would be for access and/or roads, and Trumbauer responded that was correct. Blais asked about fencing around the solar array. Johnson and Jordan responded that, by state law, it would be fenced around the 15 to 16 inverter stations at the proposed solar array, and that generally chain link fence used. Wooley asked about wildlife corridors and Jordan responded that they would be trying to design fencing so as not to inhibit those wildlife corridors. Jordan added that they leave a 6 inch gap between the ground and the bottom of the fencing to allow for turtles and other small animals to pass through. 

Blais asked about the life expectancy of the proposed solar array and Trumbauer responded they expect 30 to 35 years. Trumbauer clarified for Buonomano that the 190 acre estimate is the total amount of acreage needed to accommodate the proposed solar array project. Jordan added that the total acreage of just the solar array panels alone would be about 150 acres. Buonomano asked if the 30 megawatts would be the maximum capacity of the proposed solar array and Trumbauer responded it would be. Buonomano asked if there would be any onsite storage of energy and Trumbauer responded that they are not planning on it but noted, based on rapidly changing technology, it’s very possible a storage site be added in the future. Kenison asked if they had a Decommission Plan and Jordan responded it was in the works but not ready for submission. 

Buonomano asked about how they would mitigate a 30 megawatt surge on the system and Trumbauer responded that the energy company they work with, ISO New England, would implement resources that would ensure it’s avoided. Buonomano discussed that to produce solar energy, it costs about $0.14 per kilowatt hour whereas nuclear energy costs about $0.02 per kilowatt hour; questioning the Chinook Solar reps if they were aware of those cost differences. Buonomano then discussed an existing solar energy system in Vermont that has been and still is completely buried under snow. Buonomano questioned the Chinook Solar representatives if their proposed solar project is being built just for the tax credits. Trumbauer responded to Buonomano by saying that he believes in developing various sources of sustainable energy rather than relying on one sole source and that he morally “believes in being good stewards to the land.” Buonomano lastly noted for the Chinook Solar representatives that he was not convinced nor did he recognize any positive benefits from deforesting and developing more than 500 acres of land, in a Town where forest-related activities are historically and culturally significant, for a renewable energy source that is more expensive than any other renewable. 

Gray asked if they own or lease their property and Trumbauer responded that they have a long-term lease on the property and that if the owners were to pass on, they can sell the property and its fully transferable lease. Baker discussed that the past solar company who had come in for a discussion had mentioned they wanted to develop a 20 megawatt system instead of 50 megawatts, and that they wanted to tie it into 3-phase power. Baker then explained that he was mentioning this because the Town currently does not have 3-phase and that if it was economically viable for Chinook Solar to build it along Route 12, it would benefit the Town of Fitzwilliam. Trumbauer responded that they are looking into 3 different locations for interconnection and that they want to ensure it’s a robust enough system to handle the load. 

Silverman asked if they were planning on wiring the solar array underground and Jordan responded it will be underground, unless they run into rocks, and are proposing a new substation to wire it in to. Silverman noted that if they build a substation, they need to ensure it be silent. Trumbauer responded that their team is aware of the Town’s concern on the issue of noise pollution and that they plan on ensuring the noise be completely internal to the site. Silverman asked about the wetland setbacks and Jordan explained their proposed development maintains a 50 foot buffer, however there are several crossings which encroach on the 50 feet. Silverman responded that the Town setback for all wetlands is 75 feet and more for prime wetlands. 

Gray discussed that she hopes that the Chinook Solar representatives make the effort to keep the Planning Board involved throughout the process, adding that she still has numerous concerns, such as impacts to viewsheds, not just from Mount Monadnock but also from the roadways and other viewpoints. 

Trumbauer explained that they are looking to hold an open house on April 19, 2018 to explain to the community what the proposed plans are and offer community outreach. Trumbauer added that they would be looking into sending mailers and researching ways of advertising. Gray noted that the only mailing that every household receives is the Town newsletter, and that they are just past the due date for submitting information for the April newsletter. Trumbauer responded that he would be able to push back the open house to May in order to accommodate a notice in the next newsletter. 

Tourigny asked if they had an estimate for the amount of yards of earth to be removed from the site. Jordan responded he was unsure of the quantity but that they, as of their current proposal, expect that any excavated earth would not leave the site. Tourigny asked where the point of access was for the proposed project and Jordan noted that it is located off of Fullam Hill Road, describing it as a dirt access road. Carney explained it’s a driveway for a trailer and it continues past the trailer for logging access. 

Blais asked if they had any information from the NH DHR and Jordan responded that they have discussed some things but, in sum, they seemed supportive of their proposed plans. Tourigny asked what they thought was the net benefit to the Town and Trumbauer responded that upon negotiating a PILOT, there would be an immediate benefit from taxation. Trumbauer additionally noted that they once they put roots down in a community, they like to give back in various ways such as infusions of money for local organizations that may need it. 

The Chinook Solar Project representatives thanked the Board for their time and input, and left the meeting at 8:12 pm. The Board continued to discuss the proposed solar project. 

Gray voiced her concern about making sure there is proper input from the community and reiterated that she would appreciate it if the representatives made the effort to come back. Silverman noted that they should ensure that the SEC is aware of the Town’s ordinances in place, particularly those that would come in to play for this proposed project. 

Tourigny asked Baker what he recalled from the previous solar meeting held a long while back, and Baker noted that they had mentioned if they are beneath 30 megawatts then they have less regulations to adhere to from the state. Buonomano discussed that he expects they very likely would need to have some type of storage, explaining how such batteries may use a substance called molten salt that is harmful to the environment.

Silverman mentioned that they may be able to reduce externalities and improve the siting of the proposed project by nominating Scott Brook, which is already a qualified Prime Wetland, to be nominated to be protected as a Prime Wetland at Town Meeting because it would increase their setback requirement. Gray noted she is concerned about negative impacts to valuable aesthetic features in Town. Wooley mentioned that if the site is already logged, which it seems so, then the vernal pools would be damaged or gone by spring. Sable noted she was concerned when Jordan mentioned they would be burying power lines and wiring unless they ran into rocks. 

Buonomano discussed truck traffic on Fullam Hill Road and Carney noted that the board could require the company to supply a bond. Carney added that Damon Lumber has been in charge of clearing out space on that property for the proposed solar array. Buonomano discussed that a thin layer of dust can reduce the efficiency of a solar panel by 80-90%, based on his research, and discussed how pollen may be an issue. 

Gray asked about the tax revenue from the PILOT asked for clarification about what that was. Silverman explained that anything that comes from the PILOT would be added to the total value of the town. Carney added that the county looks at the total amount received as income to the town and that they would take their percentage off the whole revenue, however the schools would not. Tourigny discussed the tax incentive and Baker explained that the PILOT, to his understanding, is in lieu of taxes. Tourigny asked if it’s possible to negotiate a different type of compensation and Baker and Carney responded likely not. 


Joint Meeting with Board of Selectmen. 8:52 pm. 
The Board of Selectmen submitted 2 letters to the Land Use Department on the morning of Tuesday, March 20, 2018. One was in regards to concerns about the Planning Board’s discussion on Scenic Roads and the other noted several errors/concerns in the new Subdivision and Boundary Line Adjustment application forms. The attendance of all members from the Board of Selectmen was not expected for this meeting, however both Boards took advantage of the timing to discuss the concerns outlined in the letters. 

The Planning Board addressed the Selectmen’s concerns about Scenic Roads and explained how there would be no limitation on the Road Agent nor landowners. Baker noted that there was concern about how it noted trees of 6 inches in circumference or larger needing permission. Gray clarified that it said 6 inches in diameter and that the State defined it as trees 15 inches in circumference or larger. (6 inches in diameter equates to just over 18 inches in circumference.)

The Land Use Assistant clarified that since receiving the letters that morning, the errors in the dimensional regulations section had been rectified. Kenison asked why it would be necessary to require a percolation test site for a Boundary Line Adjustment. After discussion, the provision for the percolation test site under the Boundary Line Adjustment would be moved from “Submission Items Required” and be listed beneath “The following items may be required, as determined by the Planning Board at the Preliminary Hearing,” thereby clarifying it would not be a required item but would allow the Planning Board to ask for it if they found it may be necessary in an extenuating circumstance. 

Baker and Carney thanked the Planning Board for their clarifications and left the meeting at 9:04 pm. 

The Planning Board continued to discuss other issues, focusing mainly on Town perceptions of the Planning Board and how they may improve those negative perceptions. Gray suggested looking into some sort of community outreach or open house that may help improve relations and encourage community attendance and/or volunteering on Boards. The Board continued discussing these perceptions. 

Silverman moved for the meeting to adjourn, Blais seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 9:41 pm. 
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