
Cheap, Non-Toxic Deck/Siding Cleaner 
Submitted by Beth Vanney 

 
If you’re planning to clean your wood deck or siding this fall, consider using this non-toxic method.  It is 
inexpensive and will protect your ground water from contamination and not harm plants and wildlife.  
Importantly, they won’t damage your wood like chlorine bleach and TSP can.   It cost less than $150 to 
clean & brighten 1,900 sq ft of cedar siding.  Both these products are available on Amazon. 
 
Clean:  Sodium percarbonate, also known as oxy bleach, produces hydrogen peroxide when mixed with 
water.   It kills mold and mildew and its foaming action lifts dirt so it can be rinsed away.  Coverage:  7 
lbs. cleaned 1,900 sq ft of siding twice. 

 In a pump garden sprayer, mix 1 cup sodium percarbonate powder with 1 gallon of hot water. 
 Stir or agitate for 10 minutes.  If you seal your sprayer & agitate, the sprayer will pressurize, so 

you may need to release pressure before 10 minutes is up.  
 Spray the mixture on dry wood. On vertical surfaces, spray bottom to top. 
 Let stand for 15 minutes.  If it dries out before time, spray again. 
 Rinse with hose from top down until water is fairly clear.  Unless the dirt is literally ground in, 

you don’t need to brush or scrub; the cleaner does the work. Note:  Don’t apply too much water 
pressure or you will damage your wood.  We used ¾ hose pressure from about 4 ft away. 

 Repeat if necessary.  Note: our siding was extremely dirty, so we only did 1 rough rinse to 
remove the top grime before reapplying the cleaner, letting it sit, and then doing a thorough 
rinse. 

Brighten/Neutralize:  This step neutralizes the wood so stains/sealers penetrate better. It also pushes 
wood tannins down into the wood, which brightens it. Coverage:  3 lbs. brightened 1,900 sq ft of siding. 

 Mix 1 cup citric acid powder with 1 gallon of very hot water. 
 Stir or agitate until dissolved – about 5 minutes.   
 Spray the mixture on wet/damp wood. On vertical surfaces, spray bottom to top. 
 Let stand for 30 minutes.  If it dries out before time, spray again. 
 Rinse with hose from top down until water is fairly clear.   
 You may need to repeat on some areas. 
 After drying, your deck/siding is ready for staining and sealing. 

 
Below: Left side shows siding before cleaning & brightening.  Right side is cleaned and brightened. 

 



 


