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Fitzwilliam Town Hall 
13 Templeton Turnpike, Fitzwilliam, NH 03447 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN AND COMMUNITY POWER COMMITTEE 

INFORMATION SESSION MINUTES 
JULY 13, 2023 

6:00 P.M.  
  

Selectmen Present: Brian Doerpholz, Nancy Carney 
 
Selectmen Absent:  Martin Nolan 
 
Community Power Committee Members Present:  Kevin Woolley, Erik Durmer 
 
Guest Speakers:  Terry Clark, Cheshire County Commissioner and Board Member of Community Power Coalition of NH,  
John Kondos, Monadnock Region representative for Clean Energy NH 
 
Members of the Public Present:  Cindy Woolley, Susan Wood, Michael Batinski, Richard Mays, Sandra Mielar,  
James Mielar 
 
Mr. Doerpholz opened the information session at 6:00 p.m.    
  

Mr. Doerpholz shared that this was an information session to discuss the Community Power Committee’s findings relative to 
Community Power programs available to Fitzwilliam residents.             
 

John Kondos explained the establishment of the Coalition and its purpose.   
 
Terry Clark shared the history of how we have been able, with the creation of RSA 53-E, to buy power in bulk.  The Coalition will be an 
advocate.  In 2021, Eversource tried to eliminate Community Power and now we have an opportunity to choose the level of renewable 
energy.  Towns are able to expedite the process and join through the County.   
 
Erik Durmer asked about the rates for each step.  Mr. Clark shared that each step differs by two cents and the market would be looked 
at every six months. 
 
It was noted that the County signed a thirty-six month agreement with Standard Power.  The market fluctuates due to world events.  
New Hampshire is almost totally dependent on gas power plants.  We want to move towards sustainable energy. 
 
Mr. Doerpholz as if there were any questions. 
 
Question:  Who are the suppliers? 
Answer:  There is a list of suppliers from Quebec to the North East. 
 
Question:  Is the problem not going to the market enough? 
Answer:  Yes. 
 
Question:  Is delivery still from Eversource? 
Answer:  Yes.  It was noted that the Coalition has twelve towns that have joined, plus Cheshire County. 
 
Question:  How does the solar component work in this process? 
Answer:  Trying to work out details with the utilities. 
 
Question:  How is the Coalition and buying more beneficial? 
Answer:  What people opt for encourages developers to build more and the goal is that it would be local. 
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Question:  Why don’t communities have an opportunity to have solar? 
Answer:  Power systems – clean energy – if demanded will help create an opportunity to bring in clean energy. 
 
It was noted that as the Coalition grows, it will give an opportunity to bring in more options.   
 
Mr. Durmer shared that each individual household can determine how much they want to get that is renewable.  Mr. Clark noted that 
there are four levels. 
 
Mr. Clark shared that if the Board of Selectmen decided to join it would be at a specific level.  The Town would have a representative on 
the Council.  They determine what level to start out as a base rate – 23.4% is the lowest for renewable. 
 
It was asked what constitutes renewable energy and Mr. Clark shared that renewable includes hydro and gas.  Mr. Clark also shared 
that green is solar, wind, hydro – on and off shore, which is part of the 23.4%.  Nuclear is better than fossil fuel – 20-30% but not coal. 
 
The Board of Selectmen can choose to join the County Coalition now and then at Town meeting, the voters can choose whether to 
remain or change.  The voters will have an opportunity to have their voices heard. 
 
The Town would have a seat at the Coalition and an opportunity have reserve funds.  
 
The question was asked if the Town joined the County, would there be a penalty if at Town meeting, the voters voted to withdraw?   
Mr. Clark shared that once the Coalition has bought a certain amount of power; we would need to stay for a period of time.  Mr. Kondos 
shared that it would take 30-60 days to complete the withdrawal process.   
 
It was noted that people don’t have to go with 100% renewable, there are four options to chose from and 23.4% is the default. If a 
household has a third party source, they would need to opt in.   
 
It was asked what the advantage was to go from the County to the State Coalition?  We would have more control over the reserve 
funds and what we want to do. 
 
Mr. Doerpholz shared that there would be another meeting next Wednesday, July 19th at 6 p.m.   
 
Mr. Doerpholz noted that there would be Public Hearings if we want to join the Coalition and the hearings would be done before Town 
Meeting. 
 
The Coalition is state-wide – ten counties.  Mr. Kondos shared that renewable sources would grow and this is the green light that it is 
going to work – going to grow.   
 
Mr. Doerpholz made a motion to adjourn at 6:47 p.m.  Ms. Carney seconded and the motion passed.  2-0 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
Sheryl White 
Secretary to the Board of Selectmen           
      ________________________ 
                                                                                      Brian Doerpholz, Chairman 
  
 

________________________ 
                                                                                       Nancy Carney 
      Board of Selectmen 
 
  


