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TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM 

PLANNING BOARD 

Minutes 

October 15, 2024 

Planning Board Present: Barbara Young, Vice Chair; Kevin Woolley, Secretary; Richard Mays; Josh Joslyn; and 
Nancy Carney, Selectmen’s Representative.  
Planning Board Absent: Suzanne Gray, Chair; and Casey Head.  
Staff Present: Lori Nolan, Land Use Coordinator; and Carol Ann Rocheleau, Health Officer (remote).  
Guests Present: Mike Piquette; Ivy Vann; Erin Anderson; Rik Ekstrom; Nancy Lively; and Daniel Lively.  

Public Meeting 

Vice Chair Barbara Young called the public meeting to order at 7:00pm and held roll call.  

Public Hearing  
Case # 24-10: Daniel and Nancy Lively – Site Plan Review – to permit operations of a home business in the 
form of personal services (alternative healing) at 12 Old Troy Road. [Map 9, Lot 6 – Rural District] 

The Planning Board reviewed the application for completeness. Lori Nolan, the LUC, confirmed that proper 
public notice was sent. A letter of support from Matt and Liz Jones, abutters, was received and submitted into 
the record. 

Young moved to accept the application from Daniel and Nancy Lively for a site plan review as complete. 
Woolley seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
Yes: 5 [Young; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

Young welcomed Daniel and Nancy Lively to the meeting.  

Joslyn asked if the parking area is 45x72 feet. D. Lively confirmed that is correct. The Planning Board noted the 
Lively’s have ample parking. 

N. Lively stated that the shed will only have electricity; there will be no water and septic connected to the 
structure. They will also install solar powered lights, which will shine downward. 

Young explained to the Planning Board that the BoS provisionally approved the construction permit for the shed 
and the structure has been delivered. 

Joslyn asked if the property has any wetlands. N. Lively stated no. 

Joslyn explained that this expansion of a business increases the load on the septic system. D. Lively doubted 
that the septic will be taxed as they raised four children in the home. They have had large family gatherings and 
have never had an issue. The system was installed in 1957 and has a 1,000 gallon septic tank, which they have 
pumped regularly. D. Lively stated that if the septic becomes an issue, they could have a porta-potty with service. 
Joslyn had concerns about the septic load/capacity and the size of the leech field is unknown. He would be 
more comfortable if the load was the same as in the past, if a new septic is feasible, and/or have porta-potty 
with service. Carol Ann Rocheleau, Health Officer, also had concerns with the septic, especially with the age of 
the system.  She suggested contacting the septic pumping company to see if they have any information on the 
estimated size of the system. 

N. Lively explained that they will have no more than four people on site at one time. It is possible to have people 
in the studio and salt room; however, she envisions two clients per day, twice a week. Most sessions are 30 
minutes in length. The salt room helps people with breathing. The sound bath can accommodate up to 10 and 
the salt room would be closed during that time. Lively hosts a sound bath twice a month. She also offers reiki 
educational classes, which can accommodate up to 8; however, these are not popular. The quilt shop was very 
busy. This current business has a fraction of what the quilt shop brought in. 

Mike Piquette, member of public, asked if the Planning Board could cap the number of visitors per week to keep 
the load on the septic down.  
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D. Lively explained they will install a mini-split for heating/cooling. 

Mays asked about the semi-trailer on the property. N. Lively stated that the trailer will remain. It has been on the 
property for many years. It is located on the other side of the driveway and does not affect parking. 

Young asked if a site walk is needed. The Planning Board by consensus determined that was not necessary. 

The Planning Board then gathered the following Findings of Fact for the case. 

Findings of Fact: 

1. Application is for an expansion of a Reiki / Alternative Healing home business, to include a 12x28 foot 
accessory building (shed) to hold the salt room/chamber, at 12 Old Troy Road [Map 9, Lot 6 – Rural 
District]. 

2. The last Site Plan Review occurred in May 2005 for a quilt shop and the property owner was advised no 
further review needed for Reiki home business. 

3. The Reiki / Alternative Healing home business opened in 2013 and has fewer customers/visitors than the 
quilt shop. 

4. The accessory building (shed) meets all dimensional and setbacks requirements. 
5. Shed will have electricity, leading from the primary dwelling, but will not have any septic or water. 
6. There is ample parking for customers and visitors on the property. 
7. Bathrooms are available within the main dwelling’s basement, where the main Reiki / Alternative Healing 

business occurs. 
8. Services are performed by appointment only between 10:00am and 5:00pm, and employees are always 

present throughout the appointment. 
9. The primary dwelling’s septic system was installed in 1957 and has a 1,000 gallon tank. Homeowner 

reports tank is pumped every other year. 
10. A new well was drilled in 2023. 
11. No grading or site work will be done. 
12. Employees include the homeowner and one volunteer. 
13. The Health Officer’s input was requested by the Planning Board. 
14. No abutter or public opposition was received. One letter of support was submitted by an abutter. 

Young motioned to approve the Site Plan for Daniel and Nancy Lively to permit operations of a home 
business in the form of personal services (alternative healing) at 12 Old Troy Road, [Map 9, Lot 6 – Rural 
District], subject to conditions. Woolley seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
Yes: 5 [Young; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

Young motioned to adopt the following conditions to the site plan approval. Joslyn seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
Yes: 5 [Young; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

Conditions 
1. Shed must obtain an Certification of Occupancy from the Board of Selectmen; 
2. Shed must undergo a Health and Fire inspection, with yearly re-inspection; 
3. Must have a septic system inspection of the tank and leech field annually; any signs of system failure 

would result in the business being closed until resolution; 
4. All external lighting must comply with Preservation of Night Skies; and 
5. Must obtain a sign permit from the Board of Selectman, if applicable. 

Therefore, Daniel and Nancy Lively have been approved of operations of a home business in the form of personal 
services (alternative healing) at 12 Old Troy Road, [Map 9, Lot 6 – Rural District], subject to conditions. 

WORKING SESSION - cluster and cottage court subdivisions 

Young welcomed Ivy Vann, consultant, and members of the Housing Working Group, Rik Ekstrom and Erin 
Anderson, to the meeting. Vann presented draft version of cluster and cottage court subdivisions (enclosed). The 
next review will be November 19 from 6:00-7:00pm. 

Vann confirmed that there will be two Housing Camp events on Saturday mornings on November 23 and 
December 7. These sessions will run from 10:00-11:30am at the Town Hall. 

MINUTES 

Deferred until the next meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

November Meeting Schedule: 

There is a meeting room conflict and the next Planning Board meeting scheduled for November 5, and then 
rescheduled November 7, has been cancelled. The next Planning Board meeting will be Tuesday, November 19 
at 6:00pm. 

At this time, Mays and Joslyn leave the meeting. 

At 9:00 pm, Young motioned to go into non-public session under RSA 91-A:3 II (e) – Legal. Woolley 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
Yes: 3 [Young; Woolley; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

At 9:10 pm, Young motioned to leave non-public and return to public session. Woolley seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
Yes: 3 [Young; Woolley; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

Young motioned to seal the minutes as disclosure will render a proposed action as ineffective. Woolley 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
Yes: 3 [Young; Woolley; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

With no further business to discuss, Young motioned to adjourn the meeting. Woolley seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously.  
Yes: 3 [Young; Woolley; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Lori Nolan   
Land Use Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes approved as written on November 19, 2024. 


