TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
PLANNING BOARD

Minutes
May 21, 2024

Planning Board Present: Suzanne Gray, Chair; Barbara Young, Vice Chair; Kevin Woolley; Richard Mays; Josh
Joslyn; and Tom Rothermel, Selectmen’s Representative.

Planning Board Absent:

Staff Present: Lori Nolan, Land Use Coordinator.

Guests Present: Mike Piquette; Clare Rose Howard; Shelly Mozier; and Tim Austin.

Public Meeting
Chair Suzanne Gray called the public meeting to order at 7:00pm and held roll call.

Public Hearing
Case #24-03: Roger Schrenk and J. Chris Fultz — Minor Subdivision (2-lot) at 50 Collins Pond Road. [Map 29,
Lot 24 — Residential District]

Josh Joslyn recuses himself from the case.
Gray welcomed Josh Joslyn, agent representing the property owners, to the meeting.

The Planning Board discussed if the application was complete. Two items were missing (second owner signature
and the rest of the application fee) but the Planning Board could condition approval with completion of these
items.

Young motioned to accept the application for Roger Schrenk and J. Chris Fultz for a minor subdivision
at 50 Collins Pond Road (Map 29, Lot 24) as complete. Woolley seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 4 [Gray; Young; Woolley; Rothermel]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Joslyn presented stating that the property owners would like to subdivide the lot into two lots. The new proposed
lot would be 5 acres with 100 feet of frontage. It is situated on the north side and features a field with a gentle
slope. The remaining lot would be 10.845 acres with 971.59 feet of frontage and will contain all the existing
structures.

Gray commented that this lot is zoned residential, which requires 100 feet of frontage, but across the street is
zoned rural, which requires 300 feet of frontage.

Tim Austin, abutter, spoke in opposition to the subdivision. He would rather see the land remain as open space.
However, he understands that the town is growing and this proposal meets the requirements. Gray explained
that a review of the zoning districts is planned and the keeping of the rural character is still the main priority of
residents.

Richard Mays arrives to meeting.

Gray motioned to accept the following Findings of Fact. Young seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 5 [Gray; Young; Woolley; Mays; Rothermel]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Findings of Fact

1. The Applicants propose a minor two-lot subdivision at 50 Collins Pond Road in the Residential District.
2. Lot 1 will be 10.845 acres with 971.59 feet of frontage; Lot 2 will be 5 acres with 100 feet of frontage.
3. The wetlands were approximated using GIS data with visual confirmations.

4. On the north side, the proposed property line will follow the existing stone wall.

5. The application meets all dimensional requirements.
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Gray motioned to approve the minor two-lot subdivision at 50 Collins Pond Road (Map 29, Lot 24) as
presented, subject to conditions. Young seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 5 [Gray; Young; Woolley; Mays; Rothermel]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Conditions:

1. Application is signed by both property owners; and
2. Application fee is paid in full.

Joslyn returns to the Planning Board as a voting member.

Preliminary Consultation
Clare Rose and Allan Howard — Site Plan Review — Short-term Rental at 52 NH Route 119 West. [Map 32, Lot
38 — Village Center Business District]

Gray welcomed Clare Rose Howard to the meeting. Howard explained that she originally had two short-term
rentals at the “Covey House”, but closed them during COVID. Two years ago, she re-opened one short-term
rental upstairs and started a healing center in the downstairs area. She would like to re-open the short-term rental
at the “Covey House”. The healing center would be moved to her residence on Richmond Road. The commercial
kitchen will continue its use uninterrupted.

The downstairs area would contain the commercial kitchen, infrared sauna, and short-term rental unit. The
commercial kitchen is sealed from the other areas and must be entered from the outside. The short-term rental
unit will have one bedroom and a “hotel” style kitchen (microwave, toaster, etc). The only sink in the unit now is
in the bathroom. Howard explained that the fire chief has already approved her for an occupancy of 22 people;
but that is for gatherings, not for residential use.

Gray advised Howard to complete an application for Site Plan Review. This may include a site walk to allow the
Planning Board to understand the property better.
Preliminary Consultation

Clare Rose and Allan Howard — Site Plan Review — to discuss operations of a home business in the form of
personal services at 314 Richmond Road. [Map 10, Lot 79-3 — Rural District]

Howard continued her presentation to explain that she would like to move the healing center from the “Covey
House” to her home. She would utilize one room in her house. The healing center currently has about two clients
per week. There will be no on-site sales as everything is purchased online. She keeps no inventory on-site either.
The business is completely appointment based.

The Planning Board’s initial concerns were traffic (both volume and speed) on Richmond Road. Howard
explained that she is hoping to expand her business to include four appointments per week. She also does not
advertise.

The Planning Board reviewed the criteria for a home occupation/business and determined that this is a home
business, which requires a Site Plan Review. Gray advised Howard to complete an application for Site Plan
Review.

MINUTES

After a brief discussion and several minor edits, Mays motioned to approve the minutes of May 7, 2024 as
amended. Woolley seconded. Motion passed.
Yes: 4 [Gray; Young; Woolley; Mays]; No: 0; Abstained: 2 [Joslyn; Rothermel]

OLD BUSINESS

Fitzwilliam LLC: Rothermel updated the Planning Board explaining that the contractor overseeing the debris pile
removal has been in the hospital and therefore no progress has occurred. The BoS have sent an enforcement
letter to Turnkey. The BoS are also working to obtain legal assistance.

NEW BUSINESS

Membership: Following the resignation of the Planning Board secretary, Gray motioned to nominate Kevin
Woolley as Secretary. Joslyn seconded. Motion passed.
Yes: 5 [Gray; Young; Joslyn; Mays; Rothermel]; No: 0; Abstained: 1 [Woolley]
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COMMUNICATION / ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOP Grant: Gray updated the Planning Board explaining that the Town secured a $43,000 grant through NH
Housing to review housing opportunities. The grant will be used specifically to assist in updating the zoning
ordinances.

WORKING SESSION

Rules of Procedures: The Planning Board briefly reviewed the proposed Rules of Procedures. Initial comments
include adding language about quorums and remote meeting attendance. It was also requested to update
language in regards to alternates, making their terms one-year but renewable.

Master Plan: deferred

With no further business to discuss, Rothermel motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mays seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Gray; Young; Woolley; Joslyn; Mays; Rothermel]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lori Nolan
Land Use Coordinator

Planning Board 05-21-24 minutes Page 3 of 4



Minutes approved as amended on June 4, 2024.
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