TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
PLANNING BOARD

Minutes
April 16, 2024

Planning Board Present: Suzanne Gray, Chair; Barbara Young, Vice Chair; Ed Goodell, Secretary; Kevin
Woolley; Josh Joslyn; Richard Mays; and Nancy Carney, Selectmen’s Representative;.

Planning Board Absent: Robin Peard Blais, Alternate.

Staff Present: Lori Nolan, Land Use Coordinator.

Guests Present: Mike Piquette; Chelley Tighe; Dave Tighe; and Aspen Ketola.

Public Meeting
Chair Suzanne Gray called the public meeting to order at 7:00pm and held roll call.

Preliminary Consultation

Aspen and Megan Ketola — to discuss operations of a hobby sawmill at 175 Rhododendron Road. [Map 14, Lot
40 — Rural District]

Gray welcomed Aspen Ketola to the meeting. Ketola explained that he owns a portable sawmill for hobby use.
He uses it approximately 10 times a year. In two years, he has logged 46 total hours on the machine. He mainly
uses it on Saturdays operating anytime between 7:00am and 4:30pm. The length of time is dependent on what
project he is working on. He feels this is part of an on-going issue with the neighbor and from his dad’s contracting
business. However, the police saw no issues when they visited due to a noise complaint. Ketola stated the
sawmill is for personal use and not for a commercial operation.

Gray and Goodell had concerns about the length of time the sawmill might be running. Ketola explained the
motor is the size of a lawn mower engine. He again stated he felt it is harassment from the neighbor, who seems
to yell at him for anything.

Carney felt this is not a business and felt it is his right to use during reasonable hours, as he is just utilizing his
property.

Carney motioned to send a letter to the BoS explaining that Aspen Ketola came and met with the Planning
Board and the Planning Board determined this use is personal use, not part of a commercial operation,
and is his right to use on his land for personal use. Gray seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Yes: 7 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

MINUTES

After a brief discussion and one minor edit, Young motioned to approve the minutes of April 2, 2024 as
amended. Mays seconded. Motion passed unanimously
Yes: 7 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

OLD BUSINESS
Fitzwilliam LLC (aka Turnkey Lumber)

Gray and Joslyn recused themselves from the case and sat in the audience. Young chaired the case.

Young explained that she went to the BoS to discuss Turnkey and to follow up with them in regards to Planning
Board actions. She requested that the final paragraph from the November 2023 letter from BoS to Planning Board
be reviewed. It implied that anyone can do whatever they want unless the Planning Board add conditions to
approval. Young stated that the BoS will discuss it. Carney explained that the BoS cannot change the past. They
are in the process of sending a second letter to Turnkey that outlines the violations and the associated fines. She
was unsure of timelines as the letter is still in draft form. Goodell asked that the Planning Board be cc’ed on the
letter to Turnkey when it is sent.
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Mike Piquette, member of public, felt the original site plan review did not allow activities to occur in the rural zone
at all. He felt that the BoS must respond to the Planning Board in regards to the November 2023 letter, for if it is
left the way it is, it leaves the town at a liability. Young also felt it must be addressed because the letter was
discussed during a ZBA hearing. Carney stated that she will address it with the BoS, but the past cannot be
changed.

Suzanne Gray, member of public, commented that the BoS sent Fire out after the November 2023 letter was
sent. Young corrected Gray and explained that the BoS took action after her and Rothermel (member of Planning
Board at the time) met with the BoS. Carney explained that the letter going out to Turnkey shortly will address all
the major issues and the enforcement process, including fines. Violations are still in effect even though they are
going through the Site Plan Review process.

Young discussed the recent ZBA Notice of Decision from an appeal from an administrative decision. The ZBA
overturned an approved construction permit for an accessory structure. Gray asked about procedures and
process. Carney was unsure but the issue behind the revoking of the permit was due to the fact that it was an
industrial use in a rural zone. Young stated that the building was in violation of the approved site plan. The
Planning Board has been reporting this violation to the BoS for a while.

Young explained that Turnkey was given an April 15 deadline to submit an amended site plan. They have
submitted it. Dave Tighe, abutter, commented that there are details missing between the survey and the site plan
review map. Gray asked that the plan and survey be overlaid. Piquette stated there is inaccurate information
listed on page one. Young stopped discussion as the Planning Board will only discuss the merits of the case if
Turnkey representatives are present.

Goodell requested to review the BoS letter prior to it being sent. Young explained that each board must stay
within their purviews. The Planning Board does site plan reviews, while the BoS does enforcement.

Young asked for an update on the debris pile as it does not seem to be getting smaller. Carney stated that she
had not heard any updates but will follow up. Tighe stated that Turnkey is still adding to the pile, specificially this
past Sunday. Piquette added that they are giving away pressure treated and fire retardant wood. Carney
explained that is not part of Planning Board’s purview.

NEW BUSINESS

CIP Representative: Carney explained that the BoS would like to start working on CIP proposals in June.

Gray motioned to nominate Josh Joslyn as the Planning Board representative on the CIP Committee.
Goodell seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

OLD BUSINESS

135 NH Route 12 South: It appears that there are more boats being stored. The LUC was asked to follow up with
the property owner in regards to filing for a Site Plan Review.

52 NH Route 119 West: The LUC was asked to follow up with the property owner in regards to filing for a Site
Plan Review.

11 NH Route 119 West: This property does not appear to be in compliance with their approved site plan from the
amount of vehicles in the front yard.

272 Holman Road: The owners responded to the complaint of someone living in a RV and the BoS is looking
into it further.

Campgrounds: The LUC was asked to look into if campground are allowed in town or if they are a non-conforming
use.

WORKING SESSION

Rules of Procedures: deferred

Master Plan — Energy chapter. Gray explained that this is a new chapter to the Master Plan. It also covers climate
change. After a brief discussion, the Planning Board recommended adding “schools” under Goal 3.

Gray motioned to accept the Energy chapter of the Master Plan as amended. Mays seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0
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With no further business to discuss, Gray motioned to adjourn the meeting. Goodell seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lori Nolan
Land Use Coordinator
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