TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
PLANNING BOARD

Minutes
April 2, 2024

Planning Board Present: Suzanne Gray, Chair; Barbara Young, Secretary; Ed Goodell; Kevin Woolley; Josh
Joslyn; Nancy Carney, Selectmen’s Representative; and Richard Mays, Alternate.

Planning Board Absent: Robin Peard Blais, Alternate.

Staff Present: Lori Nolan, Land Use Coordinator; Carol Ann Rocheleau, Health Officer (remote); Adam Dubriske,
Fire Chief (remote); and Charley Kenison, Deputy Fire Chief (remote).

Guests Present: Mike Piquette; Dana Pinney; Martin Nolan; John Greer; Diane Greer; Chelley Tighe; and Dave
Tighe.

Public Meeting
Chair Suzanne Gray called the public meeting to order at 7:00pm and held roll call.

Young motioned to appoint Richard Mays (alternate) as a Planning Board member to fill the vacant seat.
Goodell seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Mays was then seated as a voting member of the Planning Board.

Public Hearing
Case #24-02: Ryan and Tania Cooke — Conditional Use Permit — to permit construction of a two bedroom, 600

square foot, detached accessory dwelling unit at Fullam Hill Road. [Map 12, Lot 34-1-1 — Rural District]
Joslyn recuses himself from the case.
The LUC confirmed that the public and abutters were properly notified.

Young motioned that the application for Case #24-02 is complete. Woolley seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Gray welcomed Josh Joslyn, agent representing the property owners, to the meeting. Joslyn explained that
property was part of the Randy Burt subdivision that was approved several years ago. The new property owners
want to build a two bedroom, 600 square foot detached accessory dwelling unit with two parking spots. There
will be additional parking in front of the primary dwelling. They will build the primary dwelling while living in the
ADU. The septic system has been approved already. It will be a Presby system rated for 5 bedrooms and will
have a 2,500 gallon tank. Due to the changes to the ordinance, the owners have removed the carport from the
plans as it is no longer required. The proposal meets all dimensional requirements. All development, including
the septic, is well outside of the 75 foot wetlands buffer.

Young asked if there will be underground utilities. Joslyn was unsure of his clients’ intentions. The water and
septic lines will be underground and he assumed the electrical will be above ground.

Health Officer Rocheleau was good with the proposal.

John Greer, abutter, asked if this will be a stick built or manufactured home. Joslyn explained it will be a stick
built home. Joslyn estimated that construction of the ADU and main dwelling will take approximately one year.
He was unsure if the builders will use temporary power or a generator.

Gray motioned to close the public hearing and move to deliberations. Young seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Gray motioned to approve the following Findings of Fact. Mays seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Findings of Fact
1. Applicants propose a two-bedroom, 600 square foot, detached accessory dwelling unit;
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The proposal meets all dimensional requirements;

The proposal provides adequate parking;

There is a state approved septic system for five bedrooms; and

The Applicants will build the accessory dwelling unit first and build the primary dwelling second.

arON

Gray motioned to approve the Conditional Use Permit for Ryan and Tania Cooke to permit construction
of a two bedroom, 600 square foot, detached accessory dwelling unit at Fullam Hill Road, [Map 12, Lot
34-1-1 — Rural District], subject to conditions. Mays seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Yes: 6 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Conditions
1. Compliance with Chapter 127-9:B:3

Preliminary Consultation
Aspen and Megan Ketola — to discuss operations of a hobby sawmill at 175 Rhododendron Road. [Map 14, Lot 40 —
Rural District]

This appointment was postponed to April 16 at the request of the applicant.
OLD BUSINESS
Fitzwilliam LLC (aka Turnkey Lumber)

Gray and Joslyn recused themselves from the case and sat in the audience. Young chaired the case.

Young welcomed Fire Chief Adam Dubriske to the meeting. Chief Dubriske explained that the Forestry and Fire Marshal
departments are now involved. Fitzwilliam Fire (FFD) is acting as the liaison between Turnkey and the State. Chief
Dubriske explained that the State is allowing Turnkey to burn if they can separate out the non-burnable items. FFD was
going to be on-site during the separating but John Holman has since been hired to do this job. They started a week
ago and were unsuccessful due to the wetness of the wood. The State has extended their permit (Category 4) until
June 1. Turnkey Lumber was hauling two trucks of debris away per day. FFD has requested that they increase this to
three trucks per day and to continue to separate burnable and non-burnable items. Turnkey has agreed to these
requests.

Goodell asked if Turnkey is still separating, even with the burning setbacks. Chief Dubriske stated they are. Nothing
new has been added to the pile though. Once the pile has been eliminated, Turnkey could still burn waste through use
of a Category 4 permit. This is the same level permit that the transfer station has. However, Chief Dubriske indicated
that Turnkey’s process must change before they get a new permit. Goodell asked if the Town will know when they are
burning. Chief Dubriske explained that the Town will not, but Turnkey must touch base with FFD and dispatch. Carney
further explained that a Category 4 permit is issued by State Forestry. Burns must be done during the day during good
conditions. Young asked if the State is still involved. Chief Dubriske stated that the State still does inspections prior to
issuing permits. Local officials also determine if conditions are okay for a specific day.

Young asked Chief Dubriske to provide a timeline and who has what responsibility in writing. Chief Dubriske was
agreeable to that. Young asked what happens after June 1 when the Category 4 permit expires. Chief Dubriske
indicated they must get a new permit. He explained that the debris pile does not break any major rules. FFD has made
it apparent to Turnkey that FFD is not happy. However, 3-5 employees have been picking through the pile by hand.
Chief Dubriske has conducted several surprise visits. Chief Dubriske was unsure if a burn pit is a long term plan. He is
focus on getting rid of the debris pile.

Young reminded the group that the accessory building and a burn pile is not allowed in the rural zone. Chief Dubriske
stated that it is permissible to burn in the rural district. The State only looks at the material, which must be clean wood.
Personal vs commercial is not a concern to the State. Chief Dubriske added that he did not think that once the pile is
gone, there will be much clean wood as a by-product to be able to burn.

Goodell asked about NFPA Forest Products (Chapter 31), specifically in regards to storage. Chief Dubriske explained
that they have looked into them a little but NFPA are guidelines, not rules. The State will be brought in to do the initial
inspections. No report will be produced as it will not be an official site visit. Carney added that municipalities are not
required to follow NFPA, but they must follow life/safety 101. Goodell had concerns about the distance between wood
stacks and the wooded/forested areas. Chief Dubriske understood the concern and is working on it. He should have
better answers within 30 days.

Suzanne Gray, member of public, had concerns about mix debris in the debris pile. She was happy that FFD is
overseeing the project. She explained that the Planning Board conducted a site walk and observed the location of the
pile. She had concerns that this work, which is part of a commercial operation, is being done in a rural zone. She
questioned what NHDES knew about this and if they had any issues with runoff into Bowker Pond. Chief Dubriske
explained that Forestry was well aware of the NHDES Alteration of Terrain permit. They picked the location for the burn
pit based off the AoT information. Chief Dubriske stated that the burn pile at the transfer station is closer to Bowker
Pond than this one.
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Young had concerns that heavy and business equipment will remain operational in a rural zone after removal of the
debris pile. Chief Dubriske stated this is not a Fire purview but the Category 4 permit is issued by the State.

Mike Piquette, member of public, asked if the saw dust is being separated out. Chief Dubriske said that they are not
burning the saw dust. They sort stuff on a gravel sifter, which removes most, if not all, of the saw dust.

Dave Tighe, abutter, felt Turnkey is doing a terrible job separating items. He has not seen anyone from FFD or the
State on-site. He is not convinced that pressure treated items are being taken out. Chief Dubriske explained that
Turnkey is not burning right now. They are just separating. Both FFD and the State were on-site last week and were
properly sorting. John Holman is responsible for the job.

Dana Pinney, member of the public, asked why the Town is accommodating a cost of doing business (removal of by-
product). He questioned how Turnkey handled things when they were in MA. Chief Dubriske explained they are not
accommodating Turnkey. These items are available as rights in NH. If anything, FFD required they hire a contractor,
which is not required.

Young asked if Turnkey has addressed or responded to the letter that BoS sent to them. Carney stated not yet. The
BoS will discuss more at their next meeting. The LUC stated that the Planning Board, through the attorney, sent a
reminder to Turnkey of the April 15 deadline to submit an amended site plan review.

Gray assumed that Turnkey had received the letter by now. This Saturday, cars were coming and going from the
property. She could hear noise at her house until 5:30pm. She felt it is important to recognize that they are still operating
after receiving the letter.

Chelley Tighe, abutter, stated that on Easter Sunday, they heard banging until at least 4:00pm. However, it appears
that Turnkey has disabled the backup alarms on the forklifts. Chief Dubriske indicated that John Holman will be working
Monday-Friday until 4:00pm.

MINUTES

Gray motioned to approve the minutes of March 5, 2024 as written. Young seconded. Motion passed.
Yes: 6 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn]; No: 0; Abstained: 1 [Carney]

Gray motioned to approve the minutes of March 19, 2024 as written. Woolley seconded. Motion passed.
Yes: 4 [Gray; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn]; No: 0; Abstained: 3 [Young; Goodell; Carney]

WORKING SESSION

Rules of Procedures: deferred

Master Plan: deferred
ELECTIONS

Young nominated Suzanne Gray as Chair. Goodell seconded. Motion passed.
Yes: 6 [Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 1 [Gray]

Gray nominated Barbara Young as Vice Chair. Goodell seconded. Motion passed.
Yes: 6 [Gray; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 1 [Young]

Gray nominated Ed Goodell as Secretary. Young seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

CORRESPONDENCE

The LUC gave a brief update on court cases, including Greenan and Spear Realty.

With no further business to discuss, Gray motioned to adjourn the meeting. Goodell seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; Joslyn; Carney]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lori Nolan
Land Use Coordinator

Minutes approved as amended on April 16, 2024
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