Town of Fitzwilliam Zoning Board of Adjustment
Site Walk Minutes
March 29, 2024

ZBA Members Present: Susan Massin, Vice Chair; Coni Porter; Bill Pine; and Jason Drew.
Conservation Commission Present: Paul Kotila, Chair; Kevin Woolley; and David Holmes.

Staff Present: Lori Nolan, Land Use Coordinator; and Carol Ann Rocheleau.

Others Present: Shaun Curley; Tania Curley; Marion Wheeler; Terry Silverman; and Susan Silverman.

Site Walk
Columbia Road
Property of Shaun and Tania Curley
Map 28, Lot 35

Variances under Article 4, Section 127-16.1 and Article 5, Section 127-19:A to permit construction of a
single-family dwelling within the 75 foot wetlands setback and 50 foot front setback at NH Route 119
West.

Susan Massin called the site walk to order at 1:00pm.

The group gathered in the front of the property on the road to review the new plan that the Applicants’ have
submitted. The revised plan removes the retaining wall, adds a garage under the house, and moves the
structure 6 feet further from the wetlands. It will remain two bedrooms and will not encroach any closer to
the road. Tania Curley explained that septic test pits were done and the septic plan meets all of the setback
requirements. She was not sure if a certified wetlands scientist delineated the wetlands or if they were
estimated, but will follow up.

Marion Wheeler, previous owner of the property, explained that there is a well at the top of the hill, across
Columbia Road. B&M Railroad still have rights to the water. When the house across the street was
renovated, a perimeter drain was installed and was fed into an existing road pipe. That pipe drains into the
Curley’s lot.

The group then walked into the lot observing existing conditions. They walked to observe the corners of the
house, which will sit at an angle to the road. S. Curley explained that the house will be sited below the
elevation of the road. No fill will be brought in (except what is required for the leach field).

S. Curley explained that frontage is on Columbia Road but they are not sure which direction a car would
enter the garage. They are flexible with the design. He was also unsure on the driveway location. There
are two options one on each side of the septic. He will work with the Town for the best location.

The ZBA asked the LUC to look into the width of Columbia Road.

Paul Kotila requested that the wetlands be delineated by a certified wetlands scientist. A review cannot be
done without this being done. Kotila explained this area has a long history of flooding and can even flood
over the road. The goal is to not increase the impervious factor on the lot.

It was noted that the proposed structure will be 20.1 feet to the wetlands.

With no further business to discuss, Massin moved to adjourn the site walk. Porter seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.
Yes: 4 [Massin; Porter; Pine; Drew]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

The site walk was concluded at approximately 1:15pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Lori Nolan
Land Use Coordinator

Minutes approved as written on April 9, 2024.



