TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
PLANNING BOARD

Minutes
February 20, 2024

Planning Board Present: Suzanne Gray, Chair; Tom Rothermel, Vice Chair; Barbara Young, Secretary; Ed
Goodell; Kevin Woolley; Richard Mays; Martin Nolan, Selectmen’s Representative; and Josh Joslyn, Alternate.
Planning Board Absent: Robin Peard Blais, Alternate.

Staff Present: Lori Nolan, Land Use Coordinator; and Carol Ann Rocheleau, Health Officer (remote).

Guests Present: Mike Piquette; John Bordeleau; Sade Adams; and Kim Arel.

Public Meeting
Chair Suzanne Gray called the public meeting to order at 7:01pm and held roll call.

Public Hearing, continued

Case # 23-11: Kimberly Arel — Site Plan Review — to permit operations of a commercial kennel at 27 NH Route
12 South [Map 34, Lot 26 — General Business District]

Gray welcomed Kim Arel to the meeting and gave a brief update on the case. The Planning Board had opened
the case but could not open the public hearing as the application was not complete. Arel has obtained a Special
Exception from the ZBA for the use. She has also submitted tonight the Site Plan Review checklist and a site
map.

Arel updated the Planning Board stating that she is proposing a grooming business only, no boarding. The
Planning Board reviewed the application and if the use would still be considered a commercial kennel. They felt
that the application and use were acceptable and no changes needed to be made.

The Planning Board granted waivers for #2, 5, 7, 12, 13, 16, and 17 from the Site Plan Review checklist.

Rothermel motioned to accept the Site Plan Review application for 27 NH Route 12 South (Map 34, Lot
26) as complete. Goodell seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Arel stated that she is looking to do 6-8 appointments per day. All dogs will be inside in cages unless being
groomed. There will be no play time and dogs will go outside individually while on a leash. She is not anticipating
or planning any interior or exterior changes, except installing a half wall inside and redoing the fence. She is
obtaining a new septic system and the design will be both for the business and apartment. All the soaps and
cleaners that will be used are natural and the limited dog waste will be disposed of through a solid waste service.
The hours of operation will be 8:00am to 4:00pm, give or take one to two hours. She will use all the existing
lighting with no changes. There are two flood lights in the front and one light in the back.

Arel explained that the building is divided into three areas. “Store 2” will be in main area for the grooming
business. “Store 1” will be used for storage and maybe some crates. The third area on the south side is the
apartment. The door on the left (northern side) is the main entrance to the building. The apartment is accessed
through the carport. Arel explained that the apartment will become a two-bedroom apartment and will be rented
to one person.

Arel explained that egress and ingress to the building is through the use of four external doors (two in front, one
in carport, and one in back), plus windows.

Rothermel advised Arel to have at least one handicap parking spot and to make the building wheelchair
accessible. M. Nolan advised Arel that she must return to the Planning Board if the business changes or grows.
Arel was agreeable those items.

Gray motioned to approve the following Findings of Fact. Woolley seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0
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Findings of Fact:
1. The Applicant proposes to open a commercial kennel in the form of dog and cat grooming;
2. The Applicant does not propose any changes to the existing building or outdoor area footprint;
3. Access into the building will be through the north side of the building;
4. A new septic system will be installed to cover grooming of up to 8 dogs per day and a two bedroom
apartment; and
5. All pet waste will be pick-up and disposed of properly through a solid waste service.

Gray motioned to adopt the following conditions to the site plan review approval. Young seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Conditions:

1. Must obtain a state approved septic design;

2. Must return to the Planning Board for an amended site plan review if the apartment activity/use or the
business changes and/or grows;

3. Must have the building be handicap accessible; and

4. Must obtain a sign permit through the Board of Selectmen, if applicable.

Public Hearing, continued
Case # 23-12: Ryan Robar — Site Plan Review — to permit operations of a tattoo shop and hair salon as a

home business at 105 Matthews Road [Map 10, Lot 77 — Rural District]

Gray welcomed Sade Adams to the meeting. Gray gave a brief summary of the case so far. The case has been
continued to gather more information in regards to the septic. Adams explained that she has done research on
using organic dyes (no ammonia). This option has limited colors. Lightener uses chemicals, but the higher quality
lighteners use lower levels of chemicals compared to inexpensive store options. Joslyn updated the Planning
Board on his discussion with NHDES. They typically require a tight tank or underground injection controls (which
are more or less holding tanks). He suggested completing a Groundwater Discharge application or send the
MSDS sheets to NHDES in order to determine if the hair dyes are allowed in septic systems without further
treatment. Rocheleau had concerns with the septic but agreed with Joslyn on next steps.

Gray motioned to continued Case #23-12 until March 5, 2024. Young seconded. Motion passed
unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Preliminary Consultation
Robert and Denise Croteau — Site Plan Review — to permit storage of boats as a home business at 135 NH Route 12
South [Map 11, Lot 53 — General Business District]

This appointment has been postponed until March 5, upon request of the applicant.
MINUTES

Rothermel motioned to approve the minutes of January 30, 2024 as written. M. Nolan seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

After a brief discussion and several minor edits, Goodell motioned to approve the minutes of February 6,
2024 as amended. Mays seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

WORKING SESSION — Master Plan

The Planning Board reviewed the Arts and Culture chapter. This is a new chapter that does not have a committee
to oversee the topic/goals. The Planning Board agreed that there needs to be coordination between groups as
that accomplishes a lot. Also a benefit is having the community calendar on the homepage. There was a
suggestion for a Gmail account be set up to coordinate community events.

Rothermel motioned to approve the Arts and Culture chapter for the updated Master Plan as presented.
Goodell seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

M. Nolan commented that he appreciates all the work that the entire Planning Board does.
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Gray and Joslyn recused themselves and leave the meeting.

At 8:39pm, Rothermel motioned to enter non-public session (RSA 91-A:3 Il (e) - Legal). Woolley seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

At 9:02, Rothermel motioned to leave non-public session. Young seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

Rothermel motioned to seal the minutes as disclosure would render a proposed action ineffective. M.
Nolan seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

With no further business to discuss, Rothermel motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mays seconded. Motion
passed unanimously.
Yes: 6 [Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Mays; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lori Nolan
Land Use Coordinator

Minutes approved as amended on March 5, 2024.
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