TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
PLANNING BOARD

Minutes
January 30, 2024

Planning Board Present: Suzanne Gray, Chair; Tom Rothermel, Vice Chair; Barbara Young, Secretary; Ed
Goodell; Kevin Woolley; Martin Nolan, Selectmen’s Representative; and Josh Joslyn, Alternate (remote).
Planning Board Absent: Richard Mays; and Robin Peard Blais, Alternate.

Staff Present: Lori Nolan, Land Use Coordinator.

Guests Present: Carol Ogilvie and Mike Piquette.

Public Meeting

Chair Suzanne Gray called the public meeting to order at 6:38 pm and held roll call. With the absence of one
member, Josh Joslyn was seated as a voting member.

Public Hearing
Proposed Zoning Ordinance Addition to Chapter 127-3 and 127-11:X — Short-term Rentals.

Gray explained that the meeting was called to discuss the proposed short-term rental ordinance in light of the
Freedom, NH court case decision. Ogilvie gave an update on the Freedom case. She did not feel that the decision
will affect the Planning Board’s proposed ordinance. She also commented that the safest path is to only regulate
going forward and not to regulate pre-existing cases.

Young commented that Freedom’s zoning ordinance allows for non-conforming uses. Gray referred to page 69
of Fitzwilliam’s zoning ordinance about non-conforming uses. She also referred to the notes on page 406 of the
RSA land use book. She felt that is where the court originated their decision.

Young questioned if you cannot regulate pre-existing, then how would an ordinance work. Ogilvie commented
that you stay within what you know you can do, which is moving forward from the present. She did not feel there
is a need to change the ordinance proposal, but the implementation might need to be tweaked.

Gray asked how to handle complaints. Ogilvie stated you would handle them like any other complaint.

Rothermel had concerns about not being able to capture pre-existing cases for safety reasons. Gray understood
the concern but still thinks it is important to move forward with regulating new cases.

Mike Piquette commented that if this ordinance passes as is, the Planning Board can still ask for pre-existing
cases to go through the process, especially the fire inspection. He also commented that Freedom capped how
much you can rent per year.

Rothermel asked if applicants will get a certificate. Gray stated yes in the way of a notice of decision.

With no further business to discuss, Rothermel motioned to adjourn the meeting. M. Nolan seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; Joslyn; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0

The meeting was adjourned at 7:11 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lori Nolan
Land Use Coordinator

Minutes approved as written on February 20, 2024.
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