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TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM 

PLANNING BOARD 

Minutes 

January 16, 2024 

Planning Board Present: Suzanne Gray, Chair; Tom Rothermel, Vice Chair; Ed Goodell; Kevin Woolley; Martin 
Nolan, Selectmen’s Representative; Barbara Young, Secretary (remote); and Josh Joslyn, Alternate (remote).  
Planning Board Absent: Richard Mays; and Robin Peard Blais, Alternate.  
Staff Present: Lori Nolan, Land Use Coordinator; and Carol Ann Rocheleau, Health Officer (remote).  
Guests Present: Carol Ogilvie (remote); and Rik Ekstrom (remote).  
 
Public Meeting 

Chair Suzanne Gray called the public meeting to order at 6:34 pm and held roll call. Due to the weather, most of 
the agenda has been cancelled. With the absence of one member, Josh Joslyn was seated as a voting member. 

Public Hearing  
Proposed Zoning Ordinance Addition to Chapter 127-3 and 127-11:X – Short-term Rentals. 

Gray explained that the ordinances are currently silent on short-term rentals. This proposal would provide 
structure and regulation around short-term rentals, including maximum occupancy, septic system limits, egress, 
smoke alarms, and extinguishers. 

The Planning Board discussed Certificate of Use. They had concerns about selective enforcement. The Planning 
Board decided to work on enforcement and appeal section within Chapter 127 for the 2025 warrant to provide 
clarity of the regulations and process. 

The Planning Board requested a sentence about non-compliance and an applicant signature section be added 
to the checklist. 

Young motioned to approve amendments to Chapter 127-3 (Amendment 4) and Chapter 127-11:X 
(Amendment 5) in regards to Short-Term Rentals as amended. Rothermel seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Joslyn; Woolley; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

CORRESPONDANCE 

Young asked about HB1291. Ogilvie explained that this bill has just been introduced. It still has a long way from 
passing but it is worth paying attention to. 

OLD BUSINESS 

After a brief discussion and several minor edits and one addition, Goodell motioned to accept the minutes of 
December 19, 2023 as amended. M. Nolan seconded. Motion passed.  
Yes: 6 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Joslyn; Woolley; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 1 [Rothermel] 

Add to Mark and Linda Anderson’s approval conditions: The area must be re-seeded and re-vegetated on 
the sloped land (turn-around area) with New England Wet Mix (buffer zone mixed seed); 

After a brief discussion and one minor edit, Gray motioned to accept the minutes of January 2, 2024 as 
amended. Rothermel seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
Yes: 7 [Gray; Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Joslyn; Woolley; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

After a brief discussion, Gray motioned to accept the site walk minutes of January 5, 2024 as written. Goodell 
seconded. Motion passed.  
Yes: 4 [Gray; Young; Goodell; Woolley]; No: 0; Abstained: 3 [Rothermel; Joslyn; M. Nolan] 

Discussion in regards to Ryan Robar Site Plan Review: Rothermel asked if requiring businesses to be ADA 
compliance is a purview of the Planning Board. The LUC will research. Joslyn mentioned that a 750 gallon septic 
tank is too small for current regulations. Massachusetts requires separate holding tanks if dyeing hair. Joslyn 
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also commented that Swanzey requires that all applicants with pre-existing septics get a new septic design plan 
in case the current septic fails. Young commented that, according to the applicant, a neutralizer could be added 
to the system to help break down the dye. Joslyn would still like to obtain the flow information. 

Rothermel asked who gives out the occupancy permit for a Bed and Breakfast. The LUC stated that it is allowed 
by right and there is no inspection process for it. 

Gray and Joslyn recused themselves and left the meeting. 

At 8:00 p.m., Rothermel motioned to go into non-public session under RSA 91-A:3 II(e). Goodell 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
Yes: 5 [Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

At 8:20 p.m. Rothermel motioned to leave non-public session. Woolley seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
Yes: 5 [Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

Rothermel motioned to seal the minutes as disclosure would render a proposed action ineffective. 
Goodell seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
Yes: 5 [Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

With no further business to discuss, Rothermel motioned to adjourn the meeting. M. Nolan seconded. 
Motion passed unanimously.  
Yes: 5 [Rothermel; Young; Goodell; Woolley; M. Nolan]; No: 0; Abstained: 0 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:21 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Lori Nolan   
Land Use Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes approved as written on February 6, 2024. 


