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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHI RE
SI TE EVALUATI ON COW TTEE

July 18, 2019 - 6:02 p.m
Fitzwi I I'iam Town Hal |

13 Tenpl et on Tur npi ke
Fitzw I | i am New Hanpshire

I N RE: SEC DOCKET NO. 2019-02
APPLI CATI ON OF CH NOOK SOLAR, LLC
FOR CERTI FI CATE OF SI TE AND
FACI LI TY FOR A RENEWABLE ENERGY
FACI LI TY TO BE LOCATED I N

FI TZW LLI AM CHESH RE COUNTY, NEW
HAMPSHI RE

Public Informati on Session held
pursuant to RSA 162-H: 10.

(Presentation by Next Era Enerqgy
Resour ces

Quest i on- and- Answer Sessi on

and Pubi c Comment Sessi on)

PRESI DI NG Hon. Kat hl een McQuire (Retired)
(Presiding as the Moderator)

COURT REPORTERS: Susan J. Robidas, LCR No. 44
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NOTED AS PRESENT:

Counsel for the Applicant: Douglas L. Patch, Esq.
Nat hani el B. Morse, Esq.
(Or & Reno)
Al so noted as present for
Chi nook Sol ar, LLC
Proj ect Team who
provi ded answers to questions:

Heat h Bar ef oot Proj ect Manager
(Next Era Ener gy Resources)

Paul Cal | ahan E &C

(Next Era Ener gy Resources)

Dana Val | eau Envi r onnent al
(TRC)

Matt hew R egert Sound

(Tech Environnental)

Denni s Mor an G vil Design
Ti ghe & Bond)

Mat t hew Magnusson Econom cs

( Seacoast Econom cs)

M chael Buscher Vi sual | npact
(TJ Boyl e)
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MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Good eveni ng.

My nane's Kathleen McCGuire. |I'ma retired
superior court judge. | was a judge about 25
years before | fully retired. Tonight I'm

acting as the noderator for this public
i nformation session. M job is to just Kkind
of organize what's going to go on tonight
concerni ng the Chinook Solar -- the proposed
Chi nook Sol ar Project, which is proposed to
be built, as you know, in Fitzwilliam This
is a 30-negawatt photovoltaic sol ar energy
generating facility capabl e of generating
enough energy to power approximtely 7,000
honmes. This project is proposed by a
subsi di ary of NextEra Energy Resources, which
is headquartered in Juno Beach, Florida. |
want to thank you all very nuch for com ng
out tonight and participating in this event.
This public informati on session is
the first state -- the first step in a state
adm ni strative process required by statute,
RSA Chapter 162-H. Before the Chi nook Power
Project, or any new power project in this

state can be built, the conpany proposing the
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project must receive a Certificate of Site
and Facility fromthe Site Eval uation

Conmm ttee, nore generally known as the SEC
The SEC is an entity fornmed by the
Legi sl ature for the purpose of review ng and
aut hori zi ng proposed energy sites and
facilities. RSA 162-H 10 requires that at

| east 30 days before submitting an
application to the SEC, the conpany seeking
approval for the energy project nmust hold a
public informati on session in the county in
which the project is to be built. As you
know, Fitzwlliamis in Cheshire County, and
tonight's event is that pre-application

i nformati on session for the proposed Chi nook
Sol ar Proj ect.

The statute further requires that
all public infornmati on sessions be recorded,
which is why you see that we have a court
reporter here, Sue Robidas, who is taking
down everything that is said tonight. The
reporter will prepare a transcript of
tonight's session which will be made part of

the application to the SEC
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The purpose of tonight's session is
for Next Era Energy Resources to present
i nformati on about the Project to the public
and to provide the public with an opportunity
to ask questi ons and nmake comrents about the
proposed project. As part of the effort to
provi de informati on, an open house occurred
prior to us getting started here, and | know
a lot of you were here and participated in
that. That's going to continue after this
portion of the event tonight is finished. So
t he Project engi neers and ot her people
involved in the Project will remain
afterwards to answer nore questions.

So tonight's neeting has three
parts. After | finish ny introduction, the
Project director, Heath Barefoot, is going to
make openi ng remarks and gi ve an overvi ew of
the Project. The second part is that nenbers
of the Project team nobst | think are sitting
right here, will address questions. Now, the
questions are going to be taken in witten
form So index cards are avail abl e over here

at the desk, at the registration desk, so you
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can get up at any tine and wite your
questions down. You nay want to ask a nunber
of questions. And if you're asking questions
on different topics, | ask that you use one

i ndex card for each topic. That way -- you
know, some peopl e obviously are going to have
t he sane questions and there's going to be
sone overlap, so that way | can consolidate

t hem or sunmarize them so that we can nake

t he nost efficient use of our tinme. Sone of
t he questions may not be really questions but

are comments or observati on about the

Project. |1'mnot going to repeat those
comments. Wat we'll do wth those, those
wll go into the pile for comments. Those

wll go to the SEC. And then in the public

comrent portion, you nay get up and repeat,

you know, for everyone to hear your connents
about the Project.

The third part of tonight's
neeting, as |'ve just alluded to, is for
public comment. To comment, you will need to
approach that m crophone there in the mddle

and state your nane, spelling your |ast nane
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for the court reporter, and the town that
you're from The court reporter will be
taki ng down all your comments, which she wll
transcri be and nmake part of the application
to the SEC. To ensure a good record, it wll
be i nportant for you to speak slowy and
clearly, okay. And pl ease address your
comments to nme, okay, and not to each other.
We can't have a di al ogue going out in the
audi ence because Sue nany get nad at ne. And
yeah, it's bad. It's bad. So pl ease nake
sure you just address your coments up here
to me. Again, if you want to -- I'msorry.
Your questions -- if you want to have witten
comrents, you just go over to the table and
wite those down at any tine.

As | previously said, tonight's
public informati on session is the begi nning
of a lengthy state adm nistrative process.
The next step wll be for NextEra Resources
to file its application with the SEC. RSA
Chapter 162-H provides that this occur no
sooner than 30 days after conpleting this

public informati on session. NextEra
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Resources anticipates filing its application
before the end of August. The application,
including all public comments, will be
avai |l able on the SEC web site. Once the
application is filed, the SEC has 60 days to
determ ne whether to accept it. Wthin 45
days after acceptance, the SEC wll conduct
anot her public information session in
Cheshire County. Additionally, within 90
days after the application is accepted, the
SEC and other state agencies are required to
hold joint public hearings. The |ast part of
the state adm ni strative process occurs when
the SEC hol ds a public adjudicative hearing
at which it will consider the evidence from
Next Era Energy Resources and ot her parties
and deci de whether or not to issue a
certificate authorizing the proposed sol ar
project. These hearings typically occur
eight nonths or so after the application is
accept ed.

Agai n, thank you so nmuch for
participating in this initial step of the SEC

siting process. As | said, Heath Barefoot,
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again, who's the Project director for this
project, will introduce the Project and after
whi ch nenbers of the Project teamw || answer
your questions. And, again, anytinme you want
to cone up with what's going on, questions or
comments, feel free.

MR. BAREFOOT: Thank you for that
i ntroduction, Judge McQuire. Also, thank you
to all the nenbers of the public here in
att endance, and thank you to the Town for
allowing us to use this space to hold this
i nformati on session tonight.

As nmentioned, |'m Heath Barefoot.
I'"'mthe Project director with NextEra Energy.
And on behalf of all the panel of experts
t hat have cone with ne here tonight, we thank
you for the opportunity to share infornmation
about the Project. But before doing so, I'd
li ke to share a little bit nore information
about who Next Era Energy is.

Next Era Energy is the world's
| argest generator of energy for wi nd and sun.
Wth 90 projects, solar projects in operation

Iin 36 states, we have a | ot of experience
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working within conmunities to design,
construct and operate facilities such as
this. You know, this is the business that
we're in. This is what we do, and we think
we have a very strong track record of being a
successful partner within conmunities to run
facilities such as this. And over the past
15 years we' ve depl oyed $85 billion of energy
i nfrastructure.

So, the Chinook Project is a
30- negawatt, photovoltaic solar generation
facility. The 110-acre footprint wll be
| ocated here in the Town of Fitzwilliam It
shall |lie east of town, south of Route 1109,
east of Route 12. It's worth noting that
traditionally this |l and was historically
harvested for the tinber. And also, it's
adj acent to two hi gh-voltage transm ssi on
corridors which nmakes this an attractive
candidate to host a facility such as this.

As Judge McCQuire nentioned in her
remar ks, we hope to file an application prior
to the end of August to the New Hanpshire

Site Evaluation Commttee. And once the
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permt is received, we anticipate starting
construction in the wnter of 2020-2021 and
progress through for a targeted in-service,
comrerci al operation date of COctober 2021.
Again, the Project, due to its size, is
required to seek a Certificate of Site and
Facility fromthe New Hanpshire SEC, and
tonight's hearing is a required prerequisite
to the filing of our application.

So once we've identified a
candi date for a parcel of |land for potenti al
devel opnent, you know, that's when the
experts go to work. You know, part of their
job is to assess the site and | ook at any
sensitive areas from an ecol ogi ca
perspective or cultural perspective, also
identify any wildlife that m ght be adversely
I mpacted. Al of that, all of those studies
and all of that information inforns how we
design the Project. Utimtely, the
environnental ists, et cetera, wll provide
t hose constraints in the areas upon which we
seek to avoid and/or mnimze our inpacts to

t he sol ar design engineers. And then when
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t hey go about the work of designing an
efficient |ayout of the facility, you know,
their job is to avoid the areas which were
identified throughout the course of the
studi es and reports which have been
conducted. And you'll notice, you know, nany
of these were nade available to the Town.

You know, there are a few that are stil

forthcom ng which we can discuss in nore

detail later, notably the decomm ssi oni ng
plan. 1"l just touch on that |ater on as
wel | .

But this process, however, doesn't
just stop there. There's a consultation
that's nmade with all the state agencies. You
know, we visit with Fish & Gane to understand
wildlife or species that are of concern. W
work with the Departnent of Environnmental
Services, and Alteration of Terrain fol ks
specifically, to inplenent a stormater
control plan.

So as you can see throughout the
hi story of the devel opnent of this project,

we' ve repeatedly gone to seek the advice and
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counsel of the agencies to nake sure that
we're designing and ultinmately, hopefully, to
build a project we can all be proud of. And
agai n, the process that we followed is one
where we communi cated with the Town, both the
sel ect board and the planni ng board al ong the
way, discussing the Project and seeking
feedback. Al of this ultinmately |leads us to
our goal, which is to optim ze a project,
such that we avoid and mnimze the inpact to
any sensitive areas or any natural resources.
This project has no direct inpact to wetl ands
or streans. And because the site
traditionally was actively harvested for the
ti nber, you know, we can mnimze the tree
cl earing necessary to construct the facility.
And then notably, if you notice on
t he boards here and also on there, there are
two high-voltage transm ssion corridors that
run right adjacent to the site. This is a
345kV transm ssion corridor right here, and
then on the side of it there's a 115kV
transm ssion corridor. So those two parall el

corridors run right adjacent to the Project

13
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and, you know, that m nim zes the need for
power |ines to connect the Project.

Al so, there were existing | ogging
roads in place. You know, we seek to
m nimze those -- or utilize those, rather,
to the extent possible. And the |ayout of
this site, the topography, the siting, it's

very favorable in terns of allowng us to

m nimze the visual inpacts. You know, we've

al so shown sone simulations in the back so
t hat you can see the vi ewsheds and get an
under st andi ng of what that inmpact m ght be.
Again, it's very mnimal. And ultinmately,
you know, we've taken into account the

f eedback fromthe Town. You know, we're
respectful of the setback for wetl ands, you
know, the 75-foot buffers. W' ve also

designed the facility to be in conpliance

with the Town's ordi nance. So al ong the way

we've tried to incorporate that.
There are other concerns as well,
"Il try to point out. W' ve designed this

facility such that there's not contiguous

fenci ng around the whole project. There are

14

{ SEC 2019- 02} [ PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON MEETI NG {07- 18- 02}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

gaps in the fence. Each little pod of arrays
has its own fence with a break that allows --
and 1'l1 urge you to get up and | ook | ater.
But it allows nobility of wildlife through
the site that can traverse. W' ve al so,
based on feedback from New Hanmpshire Fish &
Gane, designed the facility so that the
fenci ng around the arrays have a 6-inch gap
that will allow turtles during mati ng season
to go fromthe wetlands up into the

hi ghl ands, and that way they can traverse the
facility undi sturbed; so, just again,
denonstrating that we've tried to be very

m ndf ul and respectful and build a site that
ultimately is conpatible with the | and.

And, you know, the work doesn't end
there. W continue outreach discussions with
vari ous st akehol ders, peopl e throughout the
state who have an interest. You know,
not ably, the Forest Society and the
Appal achi an Mountain C ub, recently we
conti nued di al ogue just to address any
concerns where they mght lie. And we feel

the benefits of this project is clear: It's

15
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a high-value, lowinpact facility. Once
constructed, there will be very m ninmal use
of muni ci pal services, you know, not nuch

i mpact to roads. There's certainly no strain
on public schools, you know, in a sim|lar
fashion as say a residential subdivision

m ght have. But nobst inportant being the
$20 mllion of econonmic contribution to the
State of New Hanpshire and much, you know, a
significant portion of that will remain here
in the Town of Fitzwilliam W' re estimating
90 jobs created here locally during the
constructi on phase. And, you know,
ultimately this will becone the | argest
facility of its type in the state of New
Hanpshire and will go a | ong ways towards
hel pi ng the region achieve their goals in
nmeeting the renewabl e portfolio standards.
You know, the carbon reduction of a project
like this is a great benefit. This site over
its life, fully burdened with all of the

i nput costs of manufacturing, materials, and
the | oss of, you know, the forest, still wll

emt less than a tenth of the carbon

16
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footprint that an alternative natural gas
pi pe facility would emt.

So we've worked very hard to design
a project that we think the whole community
will be proud of. And we wel cone the
opportunity to share nore information with
each of you and to answer any concerns that
you nay have.

| noticed prior to getting started,
you know, nany of you were goi ng around
| ooki ng at the boards and tal king to the
panel of experts that we've brought. | think
what |'d like to do is allow an opportunity
for each of themto identify thensel ves, say
who they are, and then invite you to ask
questions so that we nm ght be able to address
t hem

MR. PATCH. Good evening. M nane
Is Doug Patch. I'mwith the law firmof Or
& Reno in Concord, and we're |ocal counsel to
Next Era Energy, and this is ny coll eague.

MR MORSE: Hi, Nat Morse.

MR. VALLEAU. (Good evening. Dana

Vall eau, and I work for TRC Environnental .

17
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And |'m an environnental consultant, wldlife
bi ol ogi st by training, and |I am hel pi ng

Next Era Energy with their SEC perm t
application and sone of the studies with
environnmental. So if you have questions
about the environnental inpacts or wildlife,
pl ease feel free to ask

MR RIECERT: Hello, ny nane is
Matt hew Riegert. |'m an engineer with Tech
Envi ronnental. W conducted the sound st udy
for the Project. Qur firmspecializes in air
quality and sound inpact studies. And I'm
happy to speak to any questions about the
sound study that come up.

MR. MORAN:. Dennis Mran, Tighe &
Bond, Portsnouth, New Hanmpshire. And ny
specialty for this project is site/civil
desi gn for stormanater erosion and general
| ayout of the Project.

MR. BUSCHER  Good evening. M
name is Mchael Busher. |'ma | andscape
architect and owner of TJ Boyl e Associ at es.
W were retained to do the visual analysis of

the Project and the aesthetic analysis. And

18
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that's sonething that ny firmspecializes in
doi ng, as well as standard | andscape
archi tecture.

MR MAGNUSSON: Hi, nmy nane is Matt
Magnusson with Seacoast Economics. | did the
econom c i npact analysis for this project,
and | | ooked at four different areas: One
was kind of jobs inpact and the inpact to the
overall econony, another one would be an
estimate of any inpact to property val ues,
anot her one would be | ooking at how it m ght
I mpact tourismand recreation in the area,
and the | ast one would be | ooking at the
comunity services i npact.

MR CALLAHAN: Good everybody. [|I'm
Paul Callahan, and I'mw th Next Era Energy.
And I'min our engineering and construction
group, and |'ve been wth the Conpany for 31
years.

MR. BAREFQOOT: Thank you.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  So we' ve got
some questions already; right? Ckay.

So the first question is: Are

there any plans to provide three-phase power

19
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to the | ower portion of Route 127

MR, BAREFOOT: That's outside the
scope of this project.

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  Ckay. How
many, if any, jobs will this project provide
after the construction phase?

MR. BAREFOOT: So once the
Project's conpleted, there is m nimal ongoi ng
work required to keep it operating.
Essentially, it lies there. There's
veget ati ve nmai nt enance, now ng, et cetera,
and trimm ng that occurs, you know, two or
three tines a year, depending on the rate of
growt h of the vegetation and the inpact from
t he shadi ng and that sort of thing and, you
know, al so ordinary mai ntenance of the
facility itself, but not a |ot.

You m ght want to address that

MR, MAGNUSSON: Yes. So that's one
of the areas that | |ooked at with the study.
So as Heath said, actual jobs from ki nd of
t he ongoi ng mai nt enance of the facility would

be expected to be pretty low. The main
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source of ongoing jobs, which would be small,
estimated to be around, probably around six
for the entire state, would be that -- so any
tax revenue that cane in, that noney that
comes in, depending on how the Town chooses
to use that, could be put towards jobs.
That's one area that it could help. For
exanple, if you wanted to put it towards

emer gency services or sonething |ike that.

The other way is that that tax
revenue just being present in the state does
hel p create sonme additional jobs just at a
small level. But the figure would be
sonewhere around six is what's expected.

MODERATOR MGUIRE: W11 there be
any opportunities to plant short shrubs, such
as bl ueberries and raspberries; and if so,
wher e?

MR, VALLEAU. |'mnot a hundred
percent sure if I"'mthe right person to
answer that question, but we tal ked about it
alittle bit during the informati on session
before. And so outside of the fence line,

the concern with vegetati on nmaintenance is
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shading. So that area could |likely be
shrubs. But it's nore of a naintenance
issue. So | guess there would be opportunity
outside of the fence Iline.

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  Okay. So, not
within the Project.

MR BAREFOOT: 1'd say it's
currently not contenplated in our current
pl ans.

MODERATOR McGU RE: Do you use any
ot her nmechani sns ot her than weed -- and
that's where | stop. | thought that was the
end of the question -- for trimmng and
nowi ng to control the vegetation?

| think the concern is do you use
herbi cides to control the vegetation. |Is
t hat the concern?

MR. BAREFOOT: Yeah, the current
pl an, based on feedback received in
consultation with New Hanpshire Fish & Gane,
is that herbicides would only be used if
necessary to require control of invasive
speci es -- buckhorn, for exanple.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: How does

22
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el ectronagnetic field, EMF, not get accounted
for in studies?

MR BAREFOOT: Yeah, EMF is
exi stent all around us every day, very nuch a
part of the world that we live in. Qur sound
studi es and the ordi nances whi ch we desi gn
our facility are specific to sound.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Can you expand
on what ground issues? There will be -- no,

I don't think I have the right word.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Sound.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Sound. Ckay.

Can you expand on what sound issues
there wll be?

MR. BAREFOOT: So a solar facility
in general is very quiet. The only
conmponents that wll nake noi se would be the
inverters, the transforners. They make a
typical kind of 60 hertz kind of hum sound.
But, you know, | have Matt here, and he can
address nore sone of those concerns.

MR Rl ECGERT: Again, ny nanme's Matt
Ri egert with Tech Environnental. W

conpl eted the sound study which is on the
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Town's web site, if anybody wants to go back
and |l ook at it after tonight's neeting.

Qur goal in the sound study was to
determne if the Project would conply with
the regulations that could apply to this
proj ect, those being the New Hanpshire SEC
criteria -- Thou shall not increase sound by
10 decibels -- and also the | ocal ordi nance
whi ch shares simlar criteria as the SEC, the
pl us- 10 deci bel increase, but al so has sone
addi tional provisions in it to protect people
fromtonal sounds and things of that nature.
So our study was done very conservatively so
that we can say that at all tinmes it wll
conmply with those regulations. | say
"conservative" because the nunbers in our
study assune the absol ute quietest hour of
the day or night when the facility would be
operating. Furthernore, the background data
that we collected, the netrics that we used
equates to the quietest six mnutes of that
qui etest hour. Not nuch traffic going by or
a breeze goes by. So the baselines that

we're using are very conservative. Qur sound
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study al so assuned that the equipnment is
operating at a hundred percent | oad, which
isn't always the case; it goes up and down on
what ever it needs to do. And through sone
acoustic nodeling, we built a

t hr ee- di nensi onal nodel in the conputer
software. It includes terrain, that for this
project is significant, as you can all
appreciate. And it cal cul ates what the

i npacts woul d be at wherever we want to

cal cul ate those i npacts.

So, for our study we researched the
cl osest hones to the Project and any ot her
sensitive-type receptors. The study has a
list of 51 homes that surround the Project.
We used the nodel to estimate what the sound
i mpacts will be collectively of those
Inverters and the transforner at all of those
51 hones and conpared that to what the
qui etest six mnutes of the quietest hour are
currently on the site, and with that
informati on we were able to cal cul ate what we
t hink the potential worst case possible

I mpacts woul d be at those 51 hones.
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If you | ook at the sound study,
those increases for the large majority of the
hones that are in the direct vicinity of the
Project, the increase in sound |level is
zero deci bels, one decibel, two decibels.
Anyt hing | ess than a three-deci bel increase
I's not perceptible by the human ear.

There were three hones in our
study, and | | earned tonight there may be one
nore that's in that sane general area, where
we cal cul ated that there could be at tines,
under those worst-case conditions, absolute
| onest sound | evel, maxi mum sound fromthe
equi pmrent, no w nds, no | eaves on the trees,
no crickets, no grasshoppers, no peepers,

t hat those three, now four homes, could
potentially at tinmes see an increase of as
much as 5 decibels. To put that into
context, an increase of 5 decibels is also
the m ni mumthreshold that the human ear can
notice a change in the sound level. So |
t hi nk that nmay address that question.
MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Coupl e

foll owups for you. Does tenperature and
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hum dity affect the result of a sound study?

MR RI ECERT: Tenperature and
hum dity does affect the propagati on of
sound, yes. The acoustic nodel assunes the
i deal conditions for sound propagation,

I ncludi ng tenperature and humdity, as well
as potential for downw nd inpacts. So, yes,
the nodel is very conservative in the
assunptions that have been used to create the
results fromthe study.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Being that the
sound study is based on a conputer nodel,
what happens if it's wong? Wat recourse
woul d abutters have?

MR R ECGERT: |'mnot the proper
person to answer that.

MR BAREFOOT: Yeah, ['ll address,
you know, the nei ghbors' concerns.

Qbvi ousl y, your questions and comments are
part of the public record. And to the extent
there's a specific concern, you know, |
invite you to address that with any nenber of
the Project team here. Further, | would say

that, you know, as a condition of our permt,
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there are going to be many | ayers and
condi ti ons which we have to abi de by. And,
you know, to the extent we're outside of any
of those boundaries, then we'll have to

addr ess them

MODERATOR MGUIRE:  That's it for
NOW.

What did the archeol ogi cal study
find, and why were parts of the report
redact ed?

MR. VALLEAU. The archeol ogi cal
studies didn't find any significant
resources -- oh, sorry about that.

So the archeol ogi cal studies didn't
find any significant resources that the
Departnent of Hi storical Resources had any
concerns with. [|f anything was redacted,
that would nost |likely be related to
sensitive resources that the Departnent of
Hi storical Resources didn't want nade public.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  You nean t hat
woul d have been the decision of the State
or --

MR VALLEAU: No, no, It would have
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been a resource that they didn't want
di scl osed.

MODERATOR MGUI RE: I n ot her words,
was it a NextEra decision to redact or was it
a State decision?

MR VALLEAU. No, it was a State
deci sion to redact that.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Ckay. All
ri ght. Thank you.

How long will the array be there?
Twenty years, 30 years?

MR. BAREFOOT: W anticipate this
proj ect being able to operate for 30 years,
and potentially longer. At that point in
time, obviously, you know, we would take an
opportunity to expl ore repowering perhaps,
and i f not, then deconmm ssion, of course, al
of which would occur, you know, within the
gui deli nes of prevailing regul ati ons and
according to our permt conditions.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  What's the
hei ght of the panels fromthe ground?

MR BAREFOOT: Typically eight feet

at the highest.
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MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Ckay. The
hi ghest point. Wat about the | owest point?

MR BAREFOOT: Two feet. Two feet
in the front, eight feet in the back.

MODERATOR Mt GUI RE: The Proj ect,
quote -- I'msorry. The Project neets,
quot e, regional energy goals. Specifically,
whose energy goal s?

MR BAREFOOT: This project --
there's a Power Purchase Agreenment that was
part of the New Engl and C ean Energy RFP.
That was a procurenent conducted by
Connecti cut, Rhode |sland and Massachusetts
utilities. They wll count the renewabl e
credits as towards neeting their goals. But
t he benefits of carbon reduction are shared
by all who are interconnected into the
regional grid -- being, you know, New
Engl and. There's a regional grid, nuch as
you pour water into a pool and it just
di sperses. That's kind of what happens to
t he ener gy.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Coul d you

explain -- this is going to be for you again,
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Dana -- what a, quote, sensitive issue iIs,

m ght be regardi ng the archeol ogi cal study?
MR VALLEAU. So it could be

sonmething that... I'"'mtrying to think of a

good exanple. So say there was sonething

that a collector would be interested in that

the State woul dn't want out there for public

consunption. So, for people to knowto go to

find a certain sensitive -- or | shouldn't
use the word "sensitive" -- go find a certain
artifact. So, you know, it's sonething that

should stay in place. And usually there's a
context to any object that's an archeol ogi cal
object. In other words, it's nore inportant
where it is than collected by sonebody. And
also, it's a State-owned resource at that
point. So, you know, if it's considered a
sensitive resource, then the State is
obligated to protect it.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: W& have nore
questions about the sound, so you're up
again. |t appears that the sound study
focuses on one day. WII you provide the

data that was col |l ected during other periods?
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MR RI ECERT: | believe that
question is referring to the anbi ent sound
nmoni toring that was conducted to establish
what the existing conditions are. The sound
nmoni t ori ng was conduct ed over a 24- hour
period in May of this year, and there was no
addi ti onal background, anbient nonitoring
conducted outside of that wi ndow. That being
said, it was an ideal tinme to collect that
data. It was early spring. There were no
| eaves on the trees that nay rustle. There
were no bugs out, no peepers, things of that
nature. And we neasured sound | evels as | ow
as 23 decibels during the day and 20 deci bel s
at night, which is about as quiet as it gets
al nrost anywhere that we've seen in any of our
studies. So there's no need to do additi onal
background nonitoring because it proved that
it's extrenely quiet here. And the data
shows t hat.

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  So you didn't
coll ect data -- or are you saying you did not
coll ect data during other periods, just that

one day, that one 24-hour period?
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MR, RI ECERT: Yes, to establish the
exi sting anbi ent conditions.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Ckay. And do
you plan to encapsulate the transforners to
mtigate sound; and if not, why not?

MR R ECERT: | think that's a
proj ect questi on.

MR. BAREFOOT: 1'd say the current
design is not to do that. And it's not to do
t hat because the sound emtted fromthe
transfornmer is within thresholds of our
exi sting ordi nances at the state and | ocal
| evel s.

(Pause)

MR BAREFOOT: |'msorry. Ckay.

So the answer is, no, we're not currently

pl anning to encl ose the transforner because
the transforner, the sound comng fromthe
transformer is within the threshol ds al |l owed
at the state and | ocal |evel.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  And again, this
is -- it's alittle repetitive, and | don't
know i f the question was put in after you

answered before. But wll the nei ghbors hear
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t he sound, and what does the noise sound
like?

| think you tal ked about the
nei ghbors. Maybe you could describe a little
bit nore about what the noise sounds |ike.

MR Rl ECERT: The sound will be
characteristic of a transforner inverter,
which is in a |ower frequency sound and is
constant. And | guess | don't -- |I'm not
sure how el se to explain that.

MR BAREFOOT: Sort of |ike a hum
But 1'll point out, you know, unlike the
Situation that existed in town with the other
substati on, you know, that was a big
t hr ee- phase, 345kV transforner -- three
transforners in fact. Mich different ani nal
fromwhat is being incorporated into this
site's design.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Ckay. Did you
performa viewshed study for, | guess from
Mount Monadnock?

Is that Gap Mountai n Reserve?
Mount Mbnadnock.

MR, BUSCHER: We cal cul at ed

{ SEC 2019- 02} [ PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON MEETI NG {07- 18- 02}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

35

vi ewsheds as per the SEC requirenent for a
6-mle study area. The vi ewsheds i ncl uded
Mount Mbonadnock, which is one of the reasons
why the study area went out that far. That
i ncl uded Gap Mountain within the range.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Ckay. D d you
want to discuss the results of the viewshed
study?

MR BUSCHER: The results for the
vi ewshed study is we followed different
criteria that are laid out in the SEC rul es,
the site's rules. And we look at all scenic,
potential scenic resources within that 6-mle
study area. W evaluate the potenti al
visibility on a training basis, so as if the
entire | andscape was void of any type of
vegetati on or buil dings or any other type of
obstructions other than the land formitself,
and then we cal culate a vi ewshed based on
veget ati on and buil di ngs and ot her
structures.

The results of the viewshed study
was that there's actually very m ni nal

visibility from-- of this project to the
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surroundi ng, inmedi ate surroundi ng area.
There were a few | ocati ons where we found
positive visibility, one |ocation being at
Telemark Hill, which is part of the Pinnacle
hi king trails here in town. And the area
that wll have npbst exposure is on top of
Mount Monadnock. Mount Monadnock was al so a
very |l arge concern fromthe very start of
this Project. So we tried to address it head
on as much as we coul d.

Part of our review from Munt
Monadnock i ncorporated an intercept survey.
We spent two days on top of the nount at the
summt. We interviewed about 84 people, |
beli eve. W used a series of questions just
to tal k about people's expectations, their
experi ence, you know, what they |iked about
t he day, how |l ong they were going to spend up
there, what they were hoping to see, why they
went up there. And then we showed them a
series of sinmulations. W actually showed
thema picture. W oriented themin the
direction of the Project, then we provided

themw th a photograph of that sane view wth
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the existing conditions. And that photograph
was printed as an 11-by-7. It was taken with
a 50-mllinmeter focal |ength on an

SLR- equi val ent lens. And we instructed them
to hold it out about one and a half tines the
hei ght of that inage, which replicates the
perspective fromwhat you' re seeing on top of
t he nount ai n.

We then provided themthe second
i mage, which is a simulation of the Project,
and we asked themto identify the change in
the inage. At that point nobody was aware of
why we were conducting this survey other than
the fact that we were interested in their
experiences and if they could notice a
change.

About half of the respondents that
we i nterviewed could not detect the change
bet ween the existing conditions and the
proposed conditions. About half of the
respondents were able to detect a change.
None of the people that we interviewed were
able to identify it as a solar project. And

overall the results were that it would have
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extrenmely mninal inmpact on people's
experience or expectations or their
i kel ihood to revisit Munt Mnadnock. And
we have -- that full study will be an
appendi x to the visual inpact assessnent.
MODERATOR McGUI RE: Has t he
society --
MR. BAREFOOT: Can | just note
al so, the panels face south. So when you're
viewi ng from Mount Monadnock | ooking to the
south, the panels are facing away from you,
which also mnimzes the inpact to the view
Those simul ations are in the back of the
room So | know nany of you that were here
early for the open house had a chance to
| ook. But again, after we're through, I
woul d encourage you to have a | ook.
MODERATOR McGUI RE: Has the Society
for the Protection of New Hanpshire Forests
been advised of this project; and if so, what
is the Society's reaction?
MR BAREFQOOT: No, they're not --
wait. Hold on a second.

(Pause)
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MR. BAREFQOOT: Forest Society.
Yeah. So, you know -- yes. So, obviously
t hey | ook at each project individually. And
we've agreed to share with themthe
gr eenhouse gas report.

Now, this particular site, they
expressed | ess concern with owwng to the
nature of the history: The |ogging that has
occurred there. This is far from core,
pristine interior forests. You know, the
tree clearing that we're going to have to do
in order to build the site, none of that is
mature forest, mature growh. So it's |ess
of a concern for themfor that reason. And I

t hink they buy into the carbon reduction

benefit.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Okay. \What
Wil be the inpact on wildlife other than
turtl es?

MR VALLEAU. So there will be sone
di spl acenent because of the habitat change
fromopen |land to solar panels. So nost of
the wildlife that we have in the area that

Fish & Gane was concerned with were there's a
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coupl e species of rare turtles in the area.
And bats were another concern. And to avoid
I pacts to bats, the best thing you can do if
you don't have a hi bernacul a, which is where
t hey hibernate, is avoid tree clearing when
they're present, which is during the spring
and sumer and early fall. So tree clearing
during winter will avoid inpacts to bats.

And inpact to wildlife in general is just

di spl acenent, and the bats are not
habitat-limted. The U S. Fish & Gane
considers habitat as not being a limting
factor for the bats during the sunmer season.
H bernacula in the northeast, that's a
different story. Those are limted in the
nort heast. But we don't have any hi bernacul a
on this site or even near this site.

MR BAREFOOT: |'IIl just add,
because | think this kind of addresses sone
of the concerns of both this question and the
previ ous one, and that is, you know, nore
t han 400 acres which will not be devel oped,
you know, we can have a conversation with the

Town on how best to use that |and for the
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benefit of the public. You know, it could be
allowed to regrow and reforest, for exanple.
Currently, there's no restriction placed on
what happens to that | and. You know, that's
a conversation that, you know, we woul d
invite having with the Town.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  What specific

precautions wll you take to protect prine
wet | ands, |ike Scott Brook and others, as to
be -- others to be potentially designated?

MR. VALLEAU. So the Project does
not have any direct inmpact on the wetl ands on
the site. And | can acknow edge that one of
the wat ersheds that the Project is in does
drain to the | ower Scott Brook watershed, but
again, there's no direct inpact to the
wet |l ands. Any potential inpacts from erosion
fromthe site is controlled through the
regul atory process. And there are a | ot of
nmeasures that are required to protect water
quality.

You want to tal k about it, Dennis?

MR MORAN: Sur e.

MR VALLEAU: But | think the
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question is water quality issues, too. And
Denni s knows all about stormater.

MR MORAN: So we've already net
wi th New Hanpshire DES Alteration of Terrain
Bureau three tines. |Is that better? So
they're very well aware of the Project. And
we' ve coordinated wth them about what they
would feel confortable with for our proposed
appr oach.

So there's -- if you | ook at the
figures off to your right and left, there's
basically five distinct areas on this site.
And during construction, and with our phasing
pl an that we coordinate with DES, it's going
to be a phased approach. And the first thing
that's going to be done out in the field is
what remaining trees are out there are going
to be renobved. And then crews are going to
set up a sedinent base that's going to be
constructed. Those will be constructed on
t he downhill side, and those are sized to
contain all the stormmater fromthe disturbed
area at the tine. Before the next phase can

continue, there has to be 85 percent
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vegetation growth. And that is a back and
forth between Next Era and DES for what
they're confortable with, what we feel is the
best approach, and that way it will establish
and produce sedinent fromleaving the site.
There are al so sone additional on-site

f eatures, such as check dans, hydroseedi ng,
straw, swales, internal erosion contro
measures. And as part of this project,
because of the size, there will likely be a
third-party specialist on site to nonitor and
record daily activities specific to

st or mnvat er rmanagenent .

MR. BAREFOOT: The judge asked if |
coul d repeat ny prior conment because |I'm
apparently having m crophone trouble. Just
Sso it's clear to everyone, the sort of
focused-in area that's going to be devel oped
Is 110 acres. There's going to be nore than
400 acres that aren't going to be devel oped.
And so ny comment was that we can explore a
conversati on about what to do with that
remai ni ng 400 acres, whether we allow it to

reforest or regrow, for exanple.
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MODERATOR McGUI RE: Thank you.

Pl ease answer if you have identified any
pri me wetl ands on the property.

MR. VALLEAU. There are no mapped
prinme wetl ands on the property.

MODERATOR MGUIRE: W1 I the trees
along the road on -- Fuller HIIl?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Ful ham

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  -- Ful ham Hi ||
remai n?

MR. BAREFOOT: Yeah, that's outside
the Project area. That's on the other side
of the transm ssion corridor. So our project
lies, you know, kind of south of the
transm ssion line, so no inpact from our
project to that.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Ckay. WIIl you
pl ace the non-devel oped wet areas into a
per manent conservati on easenent ?

MR. BAREFOOT: R ght. So that was
ki nd of a question asked prior to ny | ast
comment. We're open to di scussing how best
to use that land for the benefit of the

publi c.
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MODERATOR McGU RE: How wi || you
col | aborate with the Town during the nonths
whil e the construction is taking place -- for
exanpl e, about traffic, construction
vehi cl es, pollution and so forth?

MR. BAREFOOT: Part of that we feel
I's best addressed through a Menorandum of
Under st andi ng, which we hope to negoti ate
wth the Town. Part of what that would
address woul d be, you know, the tines of day
i n which construction would occur, road use,
et cetera. So, you know, we expect to have a
conversation with the Town about that.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Do you have a
study regarding residential property val ues
wher e you have done these types of projects
i n other areas?

MR, MAGNESSON:  Yeah, so that is
one of the areas that | did |look into as part
of the Project. |'ve been working on | ooking
at property values for different,
simlar-type projects for at |east the | ast
decade here in New Hanpshire. Specifically,

|*ve worked on several projects related to
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Wi nd projects here in New Hanpshire. And so
part of the process for this was to | ook at
what studi es have al ready been conduct ed.
There's been quite a few that have been done
rel ated to hi gh-voltage transm ssion |lines
and also quite a few have been done rel at ed
townd farns. Solar farns are a little bit
newer. So there are sone studies, but there
haven't been as many done.

As far as for high-voltage
transm ssion lines and wind farms, there are
| ots of studies that have been done that
| ooked at actual sales of properties across
the country, and there hasn't been a
consi stent rel ationship established between
el ectrical infrastructure and property val ue
change. As far as for solar, nore recently
there's been a couple studies that | ooked at
that specifically in the Mdwest, and they
al so haven't found a rel ationshi p between
property val ues and sol ar farns.

One of the things that |
specifically did as part of this is |ooking

at what's happened in other areas of the
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country. Quite a few studi es have actually
been done in New England. 1|'ve been invol ved
with wi nd studi es specifically |ooking at
wind farns in New Hanpshire and | ooki ng at
actual property value transactions. There
just is not a consistent rel ationship,
meani ng that you can't say you can have a
house that has a view of the structure |like a
wind farm and there's no way of saying that
that's negatively or positively inpacted the
property val ue.

Most recently for this project,
|*ve |l ooked at -- there's a 2-negawatt sol ar
farmthat's constructed in Multonborough by
t he New Hanpshire El ectric Co-op. That was
built in 2017. That's the |largest project to
date in New Hanpshire. And that | ooked at
actual -- and | | ooked at actual sales
transactions al so, and again, there's no
relati onship between -- no relationship
est abl i shed between the presence of the sol ar
farm and any i npact on property val ue.

So kind of the -- the kind of

comon sense thing, you know, it woul d nmake
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sense that if you have sonmething |ike that,
that it should have an inmpact. There have
been a | ot of surveys saying, do you think,
you know, as you as a honeowner, do you think
that this should inpact property values? And
it's been done for wnd farns, for

hi gh-vol tage transm ssion |ines or electrical
infrastructure out there, and, as | said,
even for solar farms. And it just -- it's
been actually studi ed reasonably well. Even
t hough a | ot of people can have that
perception 'cause, you know, you kind of
think it would, there just has not been that
relati onship established. And this is

| ooki ng at, you know, hundreds of thousands
of sales transactions. So hopefully that's
hel pf ul .

MR. BAREFOOT: And | would just add
that there are a variety of reasons as to why
peopl e choose to live within a comunity.

And we think that the increnental tax revenue
provided to the town, either through direct
property tax or through a PILOTI agreenent,

goes a | ong ways towards i nproving, you know,
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t he budget for the town and the resources
that are nmade avail abl e t hrough that.

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  This is going
to be about economn c inpact again.

Explain the estimated $21 mllion
econom c | npact.

MR, MAGNESSON: Sure. So the
bi ggest inpact is going to be during the
construction period. And so based on kind of
the data that |'ve received from Next Era,
esti mati ng around 90 New Hanpshire jobs
created during the construction period, that
creates about a $12 million increase in
econom ¢ val ue throughout the state of New
Hanpshire. The reason for that is you have
the wages that are paid to the workers, then
as the workers go out into the community,
they buy things, go to grocery stores, they
buy gas. That gets circul ated through the
econony, and that gives a little bit of a
boost. Doesn't stay here long, but it does
circulate a little bit. So the total inpact
fromthat woul d be estimted around 130 j obs,

and that adds about $12 mllion during that
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construction period. After that, each year
there's the -- you're going to have -- the
town woul d have the tax revenue that cones
in. That's really the nost direct inpact
t hat would benefit the town. That would be
negoti ated wth NextEra through a PILOT
agreenent. And there's also tax revenue that
goes to the state related to the facility
being in place. And there's al so paynents,
you know, to | andowners for use of the | and
for leasing. And the final little part of
that is just the work, as Heath nenti oned,
with clearing vegetation or hel ping mai ntain
it. Al that together anpbunts to about a
$500, 000 added val ue per year. So if you
take the 12 and t hen have 500, 000 per year
for about a 20-year period, which is the
| ength of the Power Purchase Agreenent --
that's what | used to be conservative -- it
wor ks out be $21 million in econonic val ue
related to the Project.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  \What were the
results of assessing vernal pools? And

pl ease al so expl ai n about di spl acenent of --
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expl ain what "di spl acenent of species" neans,
especially for rare and protected species.

MR VALLEAU. Sure. So a vernal
pool s survey was done during the tine of year
when the species are in the pools and
breedi ng so we coul d assess the use of the
pools. And we're | ooking for spotted
sal amanders, wood frogs, blue spotted
sal amanders. Here we didn't have any bl ue
spots, but we had spotted sal amanders and
wood frogs. And the nmpjority of the pools we
found were the result of rutting from
| oggi ng. There are a nunber of natural
pools. And for the Project layout, that's a
constraint in which we try to maintain at
| east a 250-f oot setback from any sort of
di sturbance. And a lot of the pools that
were found were much greater than that. So
it is a constraint, and it's a constraint
t hat we avoi d.

"Di spl acenment" neans that sone
species won't be found where those sol ar
panel s are going to be because the habitat's

not suitable for that anynore. And any of
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the |l arger species that wouldn't fit under
the fence or wouldn't fly in from above
aren't going to be able to get into that

area. And for conmmobn species, there's a |ot
of habitat available. So it's, you know, a
habitat | oss of 110 acres for sone species.
Any of the rare species that we had -- again,
there was two turtles species. One is a
state-listed species, Blanding's turtle, and
the other a wood turtle, which is nore of
just an uncormmon species. And those two
speci es spend nost of their tinme in wetl ands,
and we're not inpacting wetlands. But they
do travel across upland primarily to find

pl aces to lay eggs. And the way the fence is
desi gned has all owed for themto pass under
the fence. So they're not getting hung up in
a fence or traveling |long distance al ong the
fence; it goes right to the ground.

Wth bats, again, you know, when
they're here in the sumer, they roost in
trees. And the solar panel area will renove
the trees. But the way they're thought about
by the U S Fish and Wldlife Service is that
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they're not habitat-limted. There's a |ot
of trees out there on the | andscape. So when
t hey cone out of their hibernacula and cone
back to the site in the spring after the
trees are cleared, they'll be fine. They'll
be able to find other trees to roost in.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  This is about
econom c i npact agai n.

VWhat figure did you use in your
study for paynent of taxes to the town?

MR. MAGNESSON: So the figure that
| used was based on | ooking at what the --
Next Era has a simlar kind of proposal wth
t he Town of Hinsdale. Theirs was estinated
at a PILOT paynent of $500,000 for a
50- negawatt facility. So, for that, after a
conversation with NextEra, it seened
reasonabl e, based on that, was to say
$300, 000 for the 30-negawatt facility.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Wiy did you
reach out to the Peterborough Chanber --

MR. MAGNESSON:. Sorry. So the
PI LOT paynent, that neans paynent in |lieu of

taxes. So it's simlar to a property tax,
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but it's alittle bit different. And | don't
know, Heath, if you want to give additional
detail s.

MR. BAREFOOT: Yeah. So the reason
ultimately agreenents are entered into,
they're sonetines called a tax stabilization
program or agreenents or paynent in |lieu of
taxes, and what they do is they provide
certainty to the Project as to what their tax
exposure is going to be over the life of the
Project. And it also provides clarity to the
Town wth respect to the revenue that they
hope to achieve. You know, typically an
asset, when placed into service, it's
depreci ated over the |life and so the tax
revenue decreases over the life. 1In an
agreenent such as this, you know, you can
stabilize that so that, you know, it's fl at
or, you know, not declining at least. |
think for planners and peopl e who are doi ng
budgeting, often that's favorable. Al so, you
renove the potential for the Project to seek
abat enent once you have an agreenent in

place. So there are a variety of reasons as
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to why these are commbn agreenents, and one
in which we hope to negotiate with the Town.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Why did you
reach out to the Peterborough Chanber of
Comrer ce?

MR. BAREFQOOT: As part of our
typi cal corporate phil osophy, it's part of
being a solid corporate citizen and nenber of
t he community, we often will join chanbers of
commerce and participate |ocally and support
| ocal organizati ons.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: At this point
in the Project plan, could the substation be
noved to further mnimze the sound inpact on
a very quiet area?

MR, BAREFOOT: M initial response
to that is that, you know, our current | ayout
design's been vetted. W don't see an undue
adverse inpact fromsound arising fromthat
substation, and so our plan is for it to
li kely stay where it's at.

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  Okay. If the
site is deconmm ssioned, would there be a

replanting of the forest, as well as taking
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everyt hi ng away, renoval of all the
equi pnment ?

MR BAREFOOT: We're still in the
process of finalizing a decomm ssioning pl an.
Most typically, the panels, the equipnent,
the pilings, that goes. The substation goes.
And, you know, what would be |eft behind is
going to be the grassy neadow t hat was
established during the life of the Project.

I think, you know, over tine, depending on
how t he land is managed, it could reforest.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Are you
required to have a backup plan in the event
of failure of the solar project; and if so,
what is that plan?

' mnot sure of what they nean.

MR BAREFOOT: | don't understand
t he questi on.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Yeah. A backup
in the event of the failure of the sol ar
project. I'mnot sure -- |I'mgoing to give
whoever wote this a chance. | don't usually
do this. But would you cone up to the

m crophone and just explain what your concern

{ SEC 2019- 02} [ PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON MEETI NG {07- 18- 02}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

57

I S because we don't want to overl ook it.

M5. WHEELER Ckay. M nane is
Mary Wheel er. Just in case the whol e project
fails, for whatever reason. And |I'mnot sure
what they would be. Like in this case that
the grid goes out, | know you're obligated to
provi de power to sone of your other
i nvestors. So what happens in that event?

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  So you're
envi sioning a scenario where the Project is
all installed and there's sonme failure?

M5. WHEELER  Yes.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Okay.

MR, BAREFOOT: So | think it's just
as an operator, we maintain the equi pment
and, you know, we would repair the facility.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Now | ' m out of
t he questions. Wuld anybody want to wite
down another question at this point? You're
goi ng to have an opportunity to comment, but
that's not a question/answer -- okay. There
are still sonme. Ckay.

Pl ease explain the details of the

decomm ssi oni ng? How are the panel s disposed
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of ?

MR, BAREFOOT: So, nuch of the
equi pnent can be recycl ed, sone of the
racki ng, et cetera. Panels, in sone cases,
there are instances where they are recycl ed
as well. This is still arelatively new
i ndustry, and 30 years from now, you know,
it's hard to project exactly how t hey m ght
be treated. But, you know, it's likely,
obviously, we'd seek to recycle as nmuch as we
coul d.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Ckay. At
what -- this is about the sound again. At
what tinme and on what date did you neasure
t he anbi ent sound | evel ?

MR R ECGCERT: |1'mgoing to refer to
the report. Again, it's on the Town web site
I f anybody would like to look at it.

So, to establish the existing
anbi ent sound | evels, we depl oyed a sound
nmeter in the mddle of the Project on
Wednesday, May 8th, at approximately 7 a.m,
and let it run until about 7 a.m the

foll ow ng day, Thursday, May 9t h.
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I'msorry. There was a second
part? OCh, when was the | owest -- yes.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Just what tine
and what date.

MR R ECGERT: | have it. So that
sound neter coll ects instantaneous
nmeasurenents over that entire 24-hour period
and provides us with many netrics. W | ook
at the data in hourly bl ocks, and that data
showed us that the qui etest hour was between
12 mdnight and 1 a.m And the quietest
daytinme period -- and | say "daytine" in a
| egal manner because the dayti ne wi ndow for
the | ocal ordinance includes up until 10 p. m
We nmeasured an anbi ent sound | evel between
the 9 p.m and 10 p.m w ndow of 23 deci bel s.
And that 23 deci bels neasured between 9 p. m
and 10 p.m was utilized as the existing
anbi ent sound | evel for the daytine
condition. At 9 p.m there may not
necessarily be sun, but to show conpliance
with the regulation, that's what was used.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Thank you.

What is Plan B if the SEC denies the
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application -- I'"'mnot sure -- wth the
contracts wth the southern states?

MR. BAREFOOT: |'m not prepared to
di scuss Pl an B.

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Now, | have a
nunber of questions that weren't asked word
for word because a nunber of people, of
course you're interested in the sane things.
So if you feel that your question wasn't
answered, would you cone on up and wite it
again, and I will answer it if you feel that
your question wasn't answered. Because |
have sone here that | didn't read word for
word, but it seenms that they've been
addr essed, sonetines nore than once. But |
don't want anybody to | eave here feeling that
their question wasn't answered. So if
anybody would like to wite down anot her
question, you're going to have the
opportunity at this point to conment.

Ckay. W appreciate -- this is
part comment, part question. W appreciate
that NextEra has contributed to the increase

I n expenses the Town has incurred. 1Is it
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NextEra's intent to nake Fitzw | |iam whol e
for increased |local [sic] tech expertise and
adm ni stration?

MR BAREFOOT: I"msorry. | was
readi ng a question the gentlenan just gave
me. Wuld you mnd reading it again?

MODERATOR MGQUIRE: Is it NextEra's
intent to nmake Fitzwi |l liam whol e for
i ncreased |l egal [sic] tech expertise and
adm ni stration?

MR BAREFOOT: Yes, we have an
agreenent with the Town to currently
rei nburse them for any direct expenses

incurred as part of their review of this

pr oj ect .

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  Ckay. Do we
have -- oh, could you pl ease el aborate on the
specific benefits to Fitzwilliamfromthis

sol ar project?

MR. BAREFQOOT: Again, so this
project is a high-value, |owinpact project.
It will be a great neighbor. No increased
use on munici pal services once it's

construct ed. The initial benefit, of course,
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w Il be through the construction jobs. But
beyond that, there's going to be increnental
tax revenue that the town can use in support
of their budget for things such as roads or
first responders. You know, also, again, we
invite the opportunity to di scuss how best to
use the renmi ning 400 acres, you know,
allowed to reforest, for exanple. So there
are a variety of benefits that we feel make
this a worthy project.

And lastly, I'll just note that as
a regional grid, the carbon reduction is a
benefit for all users who are interconnected
into | SO New Engl and.

MODERATOR MGUI RE: It was stated
that there were no mapped prime wetl ands.
Did you identify any prinme wetl ands?

MR. BAREFOOT: No.

You want to answer that?

MR VALLEAU. Yeah, we | ooked in
the vicinity of the Project parcels and
didn't identify any prinme wetl ands.

MODERATOR MCGUI RE: W1l you commit

to not hiring out-of-state enpl oyees for the
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constructi on phase of the Project?

MR. BAREFOOT: So we typically hire
a construction engineering firmto do the
work itself. And based on prevailing market
conditions and availability of the | abor
force, you know, often there are sone
travel ers, people who have to cone in from
out of state. But we do try and hire as nany
| ocal folks as we can. CObviously, we have a
construction tine line we have to neet in
order to build the Project.

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  And | think
this is going to be a sound one agai n.

Isn't it reasonable that nore than
one m crophone would be set up at multiple
| ocations? | guess to neasure anbi ent sound.

MR RI ECERT: Sure, |I'll address
that. That's a very good questi on.

The goal of the anbient sound
nonitoring was to determ ne what is the
| owest anbi ent sound | evels at the 51 hones
surrounding the Project. To be very
conservative, that m crophone was depl oyed on

the Project where there are sol ar panels
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pl anned. That area is logically quieter than
near the honmes that are closer to the roads.
So that's additional conservatismbuilt into
our st udy.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Ckay.

MR RIECERT: R ght. | guess going
back to the question, the question was woul d
anot her m crophone benefit the study.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Hhm hmm

MR R ECERT: |Is that the word? |
woul d say there woul d be no change. One of
nmy previous responses was that we neasured
20 deci bel s at night and 23 deci bel s during
the day. That's about as quiet as it gets
anywhere around here, and it was |ikely due
to the season. The season was sel ected as
there was no | eaves on the trees to rustle;
the i nsects were not awake at night. The
weat her conditions were ideal: Sound
nonitoring wth no precipitation and little
to no wwnd. It was an ideal night to neasure
t he | owest ambi ent sound level in the
vicinity. And using that fromthe m ddl e of

the site, it's conservative when applying it
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to inpacts at the hones that are closer to
t he roadways.

MODERATOR MGUI RE:  Okay. Thank
you.

Ckay. CGoing once, going tw ce,
boom W' re going to the next segnment, which
is for cooments. Again, you are to pl ease
cone up to the mc, take one of the two
m crophones. Pl ease state your nane, and
spell your |ast nane, and the town that you
live in. Sonebody did give a witten
comment. Again, that was given to the people
at the registration desk. That witten
comment and any other witten comrents wl |
be part of the application that is submtted
to the SEC, as well as, again, your comments
now will be transcribed and will be subm tted
as part of the application to the SEC.

Yes, ma'am

M5. BORDEN. M nane is Priscilla
Borden, B-O- R D E-N. Il live in Fitzwilliam
| have a nunber of concerns. One concern
have is this is not on the only open piece of

| and this conpany is going to take over for
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solar projects. | have a concern about how
many hundreds and t housands of acres
t hroughout New Hanpshire that they're going
to want to put solar farns on. W have
hundr eds and t housands of acres of routes
where sol ar panels can go, and the
electricity is used where it's produced and
you don't need these huge transfer stations.

As for water quality, every piece
of land that is higher than a stream has an
effect on that stream so that when water
enters the ground, it is purified and slowy
goes down to enter the intermttent streans.
If this water is held in retaining pools, it
does not go through the ground and get to the
stream and the intermttent streans will not
continue to flow through the sumer as | ong
as they woul d ot herw se.

My other concern is bird song. The
song of the birds, the noise of the
woodl ands, is very different froma constant
hum

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Thank you.

MS. MARTIN:. |I'm Pat Martin,
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Patricia Martin, MA-R-T-1-N. And I'"'mfrom
R ndge, New Hanpshire, so |I'm your nei ghbor.
And | just wanted to thank the people in
Fitzwilliam for considering this project.
' mvery concerned about climte change and
about de-carboni zi ng our econony [sic]. And
I"mreally hoping that you will get a
wonder ful PILOT deal and have excell ent
mtigation and handling of any wildlife
concerns so that this project can actually be
a nmodel for other projects across the state.
In ternms of the trees that are
cleared, | just want to point out to people
that the Burgess bionmass plant in Berlin, New
Hanpshi re, burns through one acre of forest
| and per hour to produce 75 negawatts. So
t hat power plant would burn through
144 acres -- which is where this -- about how
much | and this project needs to get
cleared -- in about six days. So, you know,
we really need to be thinking about
sustainability.
And | amso grateful. | know

Fitzw lliams been working for three years
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| ooki ng at what kind of regulations -- kudos
to the conservati on conmm ssi on and the

pl anni ng board for the work that they've done
to prepare for this. And as sonebody who
lives in the town next door, | amso thrilled
and grateful to you and really hoping that
Monadnock, the Monadnock Regi on, gets the
first big solar project in New Hanpshire.
Thank you all

MODERATOR McGUI RE:  Thank you.
There is a front mcrophone as wel|.

M5. SCHERR: St ephani e Scherr,
SGCHERR | livein Fitzwlliam Mst of
the people in this room | know because of our
fight agai nst the Kinder Morgan Pipeline.

And just in sitting here tonight and hearing
your questions and your comrents and the

t houghtful things that we have to say, | feel
t hat even though there are sone concerns and
there are things that we can work on to
mtigate, that this project has a | ot of
benefits for us. And | hope that you are
feeling nore calm nore positive about this,

since we were subjected to a project that
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really terrorized our town and, in fact, nost
of sout hern New Hampshire. And so | would
just rem nd you of what that was |i ke and ask
for you to carefully consider this, inasnuch
as you want to see it well sited, so that we
benefit fromthis project in the best way
possi bl e and that we feel really good about
this project. So | support all of your
questions. But | just encourage you to
really think about what the option was just a
few years ago and that we would have been so
pl eased to have this offered to us at that
tinme.

So, yes, | have concerns, too,
about wildlife, about prine wetlands and nmany
other things. And |I'll be asking a | ot of
questions, and | encourage you to ask those
questions and to submt your comments. But |
t hank Next Era for having experts that are
answering our questions in fair detail, that
| feel like that you're trying to respond to
us in a reasonable manner. And | think that
that will happen as we continue to ask

questions along the process.
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So, thank you, NextEra, and thank
you to ny friends in Fitzwlliamfor thinking
careful ly and aski ng your questions and
consi dering the Project well. Thank you.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Thank you.
Woul d anybody el se |i ke to comment ?

[ No verbal response]

MODERATOR McGUI RE: No? Yes.

Ckay.

MR PINNEY: M/ nane is David
Pi nney, P-1-N-N-E-Y, Fitzwilliam and | don't
have any prepared statenents. But | am
sensitive to noise. | live near the
substation. And people in town are famliar
wth -- nost people are famliar with what
that situation was. And |I'mfor solar. |
have sol ar on ny house. | approve of it. It
works. But | am concerned for the neighbors
who m ght hear the sound. And even though
t he sound is bel ow anbi ent threshol ds, the
sound is a 60-hertz or 60-cycle sound. And |
liken it to when you go to bed at night and
you're hearing a nosquito that doesn't stop.

And sound can be | ow or bel ow anbi ent. But
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if you hear a siren froma fire truck or a
police cruiser that's way off in the
distance, it's not really loud. But you can
i magi ne that sound off in the distance as not
really loud 24 hours a day, or certainly
during the quiet, anbient tines in the
eveni ng when you're trying to enjoy a nice
summer night |like tonight or sleeping with
your w ndows open at night. | would hope
t hat Next Era woul d gi ve seri ous
consideration. |It's an expenditure. It
costs noney that no corporation wants to
spend if they don't have to, to encapsul ati ng
that systemso that it's not an issue and
t hat the Town doesn't have to revisit it like
they had to with the substation north of
t own.

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Thank you.
Anybody el se like to add a comment ?

[ No verbal response]

MODERATOR McGUI RE: Wl |, then, |
think we'll bring the evening to a close. |
really was very inpressed with your

I nsightful questions and wth your thoughtful

71

{ SEC 2019- 02} [ PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON MEETI NG {07- 18- 02}




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N B O

comments tonight. And | was really inpressed
with, you know, a snmall town in New
Hanpshi re, people com ng out who are
concerned, how polite everybody was and
respectful of each other. | really
appreciated it. And so be careful driving
honme toni ght, and thank you again for comn ng
out .

(Public Hearing concluded at 7:37 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Susan J. Robidas, a Licensed
Short hand Court Reporter and Notary Public
of the State of New Hanpshire, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true and
accurate transcript of ny stenographic
notes of these proceedi ngs taken at the
pl ace and on the date herei nbefore set
forth, to the best of ny skill and ability
under the conditions present at the tine.

| further certify that | am neither
attorney or counsel for, nor related to or
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the
action; and further, that | amnot a
rel ati ve or enployee of any attorney or
counsel enployed in this case, nor am|

financially interested in this action.

Susan J. Robi das, LCR/ RPR
Li censed Shorthand Court Reporter
Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
N.H LCR No. 44 (RSA 310-A:173)
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