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December 4, 2015

Norman C. Bay, Chairman

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street NE

Washington, DC 20426 ‘ 1

RE: Docket No. CP 16-21, Northeast Energy Direct

Deaj Chairman Bay:

Having recently met with representatives of a number of host communities for the
proposed Northeast Energy Direct (NED) Project, I write to reiterate my requests that the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) fully consider alternatives for the
proposed NED and address the wide range of concerns expressed by those in the path of

the project.

I share many of the concerns that communities and individuals have raised,
including those reflected in the two attached letters. I ask again that FERC address these
concerns and require that the company work to address the environmental, public health
and safety issues raised by affected communities. It is my belief that if the company
canmot do so, the project should not move forward as currently proposed.

We must strengthen our energy infrastructure to reduce costs for our families and
businesses and create jobs, and I believe natural gas will be a part of a strategy to reach a
more diverse, clean energy future. But the siting of needed energy transmission projects

- must always strike a balance between providing benefits, such as reduced energy costs
and lower emissions, and potential negative impacts to host communities.

] again encourage FERC to carefully consider whether the potential negative
impacts of the project would disproportionately outweigh the benefits, particularly for the
New Hampshire residents and communities that would bear the burden of hosting the

project.
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Thank you for your consideration.

With every good wish,

Margare{ Wood Hassan
Governor

cc:  Allen Fore, Vice President, Public Affairs, Kinder Morgan
Tad Putney, New Hampshire Municipal Pipeline Coalition
Maryann Harper, New Hampshire PLAN '
Robert Dillberger, Mason Conservation Commission
Board of Selectmen, Town of Mason
Board of Selectmen, Town of Londonderry
Board of Selectmen, Town of Sharon
Board of Selectmen, Town of Brookline
Board of Selectmen, Town of Fitzwilliam
Board of Selectmen, Town of Litchfield
Board of Selectmen, Town of Merrimack
Board of Selectmen, Town of Rindge
Board of Selectmen, Town of Temple
Board of Selectmen, Town of Troy
Board of Selectmen, Town of Pelham
Board of Selectmen, Town of Brookline
Board of Selectmen, Town of Richmond
Board of Selectmen, Town of Amherst
Board of Selectmen, Town of Winchester
Board of Selectmen, Town of New Ipswich
Board of Selectmen, Town of Greenville -
Board of Selectmen, Town of Milford
Board of Selectmen, Town of Hollis
Board of Selectmen, Town of Hudson
Board of Selectmen, Town of Windham

Enclosures

107 North Main Street, State House - Rm 208, Concord, New Hampshire 03301
Telephone (603) 271-2121 ¢ FAX (603) 271-7640
Website: http/fwww.nh.gov/ ¢ Email governorhassan@uh.gov
TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964




STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

MARGARET WOOD HASSAN
Governor

August 14, 2015

Norman C. Bay, Chairman
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street NE
Washington, DC 20426

RE: Docket No. PF14-22-000

Dear Chairman Bay:

I write to request that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) require
Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company (the Company) to respond to the questions and
concerns of New Hampshire residents related to the proposed Northeast Energy Direct
(NED) Project, as well as to ask the commission staff to closely review these concerns
and consider potential alternative routes as they begin the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement (DEIS) process.

Over the past few months, I have heard from many communities and individuals
along the proposed route with a number of safety, environmental, economic, and health
questions and concerns. To address these issues, I request that FERC, or the Company, as
part of the DEIS process, provide detailed responses to the concerns and questions of
New Hampshire residents, including the following:

e  The protection of drinking water is critically important to our state and our
people. Many residents and municipalities have concerns about potential impacts
on the region’s water supplies, water quality, and water supply infrastructure from
the development of natural gas transmission infrastructure. Has Tennessee Gas
Pipeline Company compiled a complete inventory of potential impacts to water
supplies and water quality from the proposed NED Project? If not, we request that
FERC require such an inventory. What efforts will be undertaken to avoid or
mitigate any potential impacts to water supplies and water quality? What, if any,
shori-term and long-term water quality monitoring will the Company conduct?
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Many residents and municipalities, particularly those in New-Ipswich and the
surrounding towns, have concerns with potential air quality and emissions
impacts from the proposed compressor station, as well as concerns about noise
and the size of the proposed compressor station. What efforts will be undertaken
to avoid or mitigate air quality impacts from the compressor station? How will
Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company measure and control methane and other
emissions from the compressor station? How will the Company measure any
downwind air quality impacts? Are there alternatives to a 40,000 horsepower
compressor station? To address noise concerns, we ask that the Company provide
detailed information about noise impacts and mitigation related to the proposed

compressor station.

Some of the towns along the proposed route are rural in nature and may have only
limited emergency response resources. Will Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company

‘work with communities to enhance emergency response capabilities? How will

the Company monitor for potential safety issues?

There are many concerns that the project is not needed in our state, and that any
regional benefits will not outweigh the impact on the communities along the
proposed route. Does FERC’s public need review consider where any
unsubscribed capacity on the proposed line will be used? Does FERC’s review
consider any benefits that the project would have on system reliability and energy
prices for all states in the region, including New Hampshire? It would be useful
for stakeholders to understand the methodology that will be used to calculate
these types of cost/benefit calculations in FERC’s review of the project.

Many concerns have been raised that this natural gas will be exported to other
nations. We ask that the Company provide a detailed response to these concerns,
and to commit to using these supplies in New England.

The current proposal traverses primarily through communities where residents
and businesses do not have access to natural gas. While we recognize the potential
positive impact that increased natural gas supplies could have on energy prices
across the region, we urge FERC to give serious consideration to alternatives that
would place the pipeline closer to communities that will be directly served. In
addition, we ask the Company to develop proposals that ensure that any impacted
community will see energy benefits from a pipeline.

State agencies are currently reviewing the Company’s Resource Reports and other
filings and may have additional questions. It is my hope that you will require the
Company to respond individually to state agency questions and concerns, as well
as to questions and concerns from municipalities.
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In addition to requiring the Company to address the questions above, I ask that
FERC staff looks closely at the proposed route and consider all potential viable
alternatives. The siting of energy transmission projects must strike a balance between
potential benefits in reduced energy costs and potential negative impacts. We must work
to ensure that the potential negative impacts of the proposed NED Project do not
disproportionately outweigh the benefits, particularly for the residents and communities
that would bear the burden of hosting the project.

Thank you for your consideration.

With every good wish,

Margaret Wood Hassan
Governor

Cc:  Fric Tomasi, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Allen Fore, Vice President, Public Affairs, Kinder Morgan
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

MARGARET WOOD HASSAN
Governor

July 16, 2015

Norman C. Bay, Chairman

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street NE

Washington, DC 20426

RE: Docket No. PF14-22-000 Public Scoping Meetings

Dear Chairman Bay:

T write to request that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission schedule
additional public scoping meetings in New Hampshire for the Northeast Energy Direct
(NED) Project. The Commission’s current plan, to hold only three such meetings, and
none in locations along the middle of the proposed route, will not provide adequate
opportunity for our citizens to learn and provide input about 2 project that has a
potentially critical impact on the state’s economy and environment.

As you know, your agency recently announced that it will hiold public scoping
meetings in New Hampshire regarding the NED Project proposed by Tennessee Gas
Pipeline. To date, only two such meetings have been scheduled with a suggestion that
there will be a third. Given the significance of this project to the people along the
project’s route, additional meetings — providing a choice of locations and times — will
afford more meaningful access for our people. In addition, there appears to be no plan for
a scoping meeting in New Ipswich, New Hampshire, the proposed location of one of the
NED Project’s compressor stations. It is difficult for New Ipswich residents to
understand why such a meeting isn’t a priority for the Commission, and I share their

concern.

As you know, it is the responsibility of the Commission to ensure that any
potential impacts to host communities are avoided or mitigated. By holding additional
public scoping meetings along the proposed route, Commission staff will have a better
understanding of the potential impacts of the proposed project and the best path forward.
Additional scoping meetings will also ensure greater transparency and public

participation in the process.
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: It is imperative that we ensure that all citizens have ample opportunity to
participate in this important process to voice their concerns. The capacity of the

Commission to be responsive to the concerns that citizens have about the number and

location of the scoping meetings is really a measure of its commitment to the process.

Thank you for your consideration.

With every good wish,

Margaret Wood Hassan
Governor
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