Report from Prime Wetlands Task Force
 (Rick Brackett, Robin Peard Blais, and Susan Silverman):

After many months of data collection and two presentations by Dr. Rick Van De Pol, the results of the study approved at town meeting 2015 are available. The two presentations are posted on the town website if you missed them. After studying the information, the task force is suggesting that the wetland complexes associated with the following ponds and marshes be nominated for prime wetland status:

	Sip Pond wetland complex
	Scott Pond wetlands complex
	Sportsman’s Pond wetland complex
	Pierce Road Marsh wetland complex
	Martin Road Marsh complex
	North Boyce Brook Marsh complex

Where can I get more information?
· There are maps at the town hall that show the wetlands referred to here and have the rankings for each. There is also lots of information on the town website  (fitzwilliam-nh.gov) under the Prime Wetlands Study, including the powerpoint presentations made by Dr. Van De Pol.
What does this mean?
· The ponds are already protected under state law. The designation means that an additional 25 feet (current regulations have a 75 foot setback) would be added to the buffer zone around the ponds and marshes. The rest of the Wetlands Protection Overlay District would still retain the 75-foot setback. 
· This will increase the protection of the selected wetlands, and of the water quality in those areas.
· These are the highest ranked wetlands in the town, and the three marshes are of particularly high quality for wildlife habitat, provide flood storage, water quality and scenic value
· If you currently have a structure in this buffer zone, it is grandfathered in and only changes to the structure encroaching within 100ft. buffer zone would need an accommodation through the town’s Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
· Any agricultural or forestry activities in the buffer zone are permitted.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What’s next?
· Public Hearings: Jan.3 and Jan. 24, 2017 at 7pm in Town Hall lower meeting room. Bring any questions or concerns. Our wetlands scientist, Dr. Rick Van de Pol will be at the Jan. 3 hearing to answer technical questions. The hearings will also encompass the ordinance changes to the wetlands overlay district in relation to the prime wetlands.
· The warrant for Town Meeting will have two ballot articles: one to approve the changes to the ordinance, and the other to designate the six prime wetlands candidates. The report on these then goes to the state for approval. Wetlands with the high rankings of this type are generally approved by the state.
