Fitzwilliam Conservation Commission
20 July 2015- Minutes

Present:
Members: Rick Brackett, Dorothy Zug, Barbara Green, Paul Kotila, chair; Cheryl
Norskey

Absent: Hiel Lindquist
Guests: Stephanie Scherr, Frank Bequaert

Review of Minutes 15 June 2015:
Approved as amended. ALL IN FAVOR

Discussion of Metzger TF Stewardship Plan:
Kotila has not heard back from the forester Erik Radlof but we have not spent any money
yet. What next? We don’t want this to drag on.

Brackett had heard regularly from the forester until the last meeting. Weather and current
jobs may be a factor.

Prime Wetlands Project Status -- Van de Poll proposal:

Brackett and Kotila have discussed the one or two-acre proposal. One-acre goes into finer
detail though it would cost more. We aren’t sure when we would have another chance to
have this type of work done. Rick VVan de Poll is already hired. The 1-acre plan is cheaper
to do now than it would be later, as that would involve new reviews, etc.

Meeting with Selectmen (prime wetlands): 8:00 p.m.:
Susan Silverman, Nancy Carney (chair), Chris Holman, Debbie Favreau, Sheryl White,
Rick Van de Poll . Robin Blais and Terry Silverman attended.

Van de Poll spoke about his background as a wetlands scientist who has been doing this
type of work since 1985. He has worked for 80 towns, six of which were Prime Wetlands
projects. Thirty-three towns in NH have designated prime wetlands. He explained the
process: You identify the components, look at adjacent land uses, determine uses, and
score for habitat and other values, decide on buffers, etc. The state requires that
applicants go to Concord to permit development in a p.w. We write the ordinance. We
decide if we want to adopt the state designations or use our own. Van de Poll has looked
at our Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) and commented that those who put it together
did a nice job. He passed around a sample map, showing wet soils in black, including
Scott Pond and the surrounding area to the edge of wetlands. He handed out an agenda
for the project, including the scope, timing, etc. The study could identify the probability
of vernal pools, which are numerous around town, but it would take extra field work to
pinpoint them.

Holman noted that vernal pools aren’t regulated by NH.



Van der Poll stated they are federally regulated.
Holman suggested perhaps we could initiate a grant writing project for vernal pool work.

Fitzwilliam has numerous isolated pocket bogs, which are deemed valuable, but it is up to
us to decide what we want to do.

S. Silverman asked whether the Cons Com had decided on the one or two-acre option.
Kotila replied that we had chosen the one-acre, and explained our reasons.

Blais and T. Silverman, representing the Planning Board, agreed.

S. Silverman felt the price difference would not be a problem.

Holman will look into the grant issue for vernal pools.

A MOTION to go with the one-acre option was made by S. Silverman and seconded.
ALL SELECTMEN IN FAVOR.

A slide presentation introducing the project will be made in September, tentatively on the
21%t, The town will encourage participation through the newsletter, etc. A draft press
release will be written for the town website, giving contact info for questions, etc. A
website about a similar project in Grantham might be helpful as a model. As many
relevant links as possible should be included. A copy of the questionnaire from the NRI
might be useful.

Starting Sept. 1%, roadside and off-road field visits will be conducted to evaluate various
wetlands. Van de Poll has property access permits. Some could be done online. A press
release will explain that the project is to protect the health and welfare of water resources
for all purposes. Holman said he would like to see the hydrology studies that were done
by Eversource.

By Nov 30, we will have a draft report with a map and point rank of all the large
wetlands in town — covering roughly 23,000 acres. Van De Poll anticipates finding 170-
180. That number will then be reduced to include only the “best of the best”. There is no
prescription for this. He referred us to NHmethod.org. The town’s WPOD helps the
process. Besides the Sept. date, we could meet on Nov. 16", 30th, and once in December.
Whenever we want to go to Town Meeting is OK. The State gets the report first. Then the
town vote happens.

There was a general discussion about the scoping process for the proposed pipeline: We
need to state our concerns by August 31. We should include just enough data to
substantiate those concerns. We state the concerns and say what needs to be done. Further
details should be revealed later. VVan de Poll will do his best to get as many wetlands as
possible on a preliminary map. We need to clarify to the public that access to survey for
the Prime Wetlands project is completely separate from the pipeline.



Gas Pipeline Update—joint town letter:

A letter written to government officials by a group of conservation commissions from
towns along the proposed route seeks to include the signatures of individual Cons Com
members. The document represents a huge amount of work. Members suggested the
names of additional officials and agencies to be copied. Kotila took down the names and
made a MOTION to approve the letter. It was seconded, ALL were IN FAVOR. He will
include the names with our response before the Aug. 1% deadline.

Other Business:

Frank Bequaert spoke about the launch of a web page for the Metacomet - Monadnock
Trail. Since trail access is from the parking lot of the Widow Gage Town Forest, a street
number was needed for the parking lot, to enable people to find it using GPS. It will also
facilitate emergency response. The new address is 668 Rhododendron Rd. The number
should be visible from Rhododendron Rd.

Kotila suggested it be placed below the existing sign and inside the kiosk.

Bequaert will work on getting the information to Google maps. He will also try to have
Google correct maps that direct people to roads that are impassable. All the trails in WGF
are on the web page. It has a feature that allows hikers to ask for specific hikes. It can
probably also track how many visits to the site. It uses GPS of the whole trail, from Mt.
Monadnock to the MA border.

Open Space Committee — Updates:
No new info. They will meet in the fall and send the last mailing.

Site Walk Reports:

Members walked the Hodgkins property at 99 Howeville Rd. with the owners and
engineer Paul Grasewicz on June 18™. The plan is to Demolish a camp on the edge of
Laurel Lake and build a permanent residence further inland. Most of the lot is in the
WPOD. A stream runs under the existing camp. Although the new plan will be
increasing the impermeable surface, the originally proposed entrance to the garage has
been moved out of the WPOD.

Kotila recommended changing the roofline to direct runoff to the side, and to maintain as
much natural ground cover as possible. It is a limited buildable lot of record with an
existing septic system and handicapped accessibility issues. There is not much
alternative. It has been referred to The Planning Board.

Budget Reports:
Nothing to report.

Planning Board:
The board will be meeting on Weds., July 22, at 7 p.m. with Selectmen and the SWRPC
regarding the proposed pipeline.



Correspondence:
NHDES--Routine Roadway and Railway Maintenance Activities Notification.

Adjournment:
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. Next meeting: August 17, 2015

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne Sable, Secretary



